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Kia ora Parents and Whānau,
We hope that you enjoyed some holiday fun with your children, and that they’re all ready to start term
2. Although last term presented us with some barriers we feel that it was a very successful term. It was
fantastic to see the children engage and work across the syndicate with a wide range of their peers and
get to know and work with all the teachers in Whānui.
We have kicked off energetically this term and will continue to build on some of the strong routines put
in place last term. Alongside the teachers in Whānui we have the added energy of Helena Goranitis.
Helena is fully involved with our programme and will work with small groups to provide extra support to
those children that require it. In addition to this we will also have working with us two student teachers;
Julie Whitehead and Micheal Anderson. These extra ‘hands’ will undoubtedly be an advantage as we
head into yet another busy term.
We begin the term with next week's learning conversations centred around goal setting. Along with
their teacher, your child will spend some time reviewing their previous goals, and in some cases setting
new goals. We hope to see you next week to share these with you.
This term a big focus is working together to create, and then perform, our class plays. Drama is a key
component of the Kelburn Curriculum and it is a highly effective way to engage children in all aspects of
literacy. With the drama strategies that bring together reading, writing, speaking, and the arts, all our
writers will become more creatively engaged and enjoy greater success. When we blend literacy with
the creative arts dimension, we create many opportunities for children to develop confidence and skills
through the social dimensions of learning, and thus turning learning into action. As they work together
on their plays, the children also develop their critical thinking ; they question, problem solve, and reflect
purposefully.

Topics for Term Two
English
This term the main focus of our programmes is working together to create, and then perform, our class
plays. This program includes the close reading of short texts, making links between reading and writing,
thinking about purposes and audience and combining different modes of language. There will be
significant visual and digital literacy components to this work.
There will also be writing sessions on how to reflect on personal events, explore ideas for stories
(including plays), and produce historical reports relating to our Aotearoa New Zealand history work.
Social Science
This term we will be engaging in an inquiry unit to understand and learn more about Aotearoa New
Zealand history. For children of this age being able to consider different perspectives on an event is key
to being engaged in history and understanding who we are as a society. We are lucky to have obtained
the Aotearoa NZ Histories School Kit to use as a resource to guide our teaching for this unit of work. This
resource is made up of both physical and digital items created specifically for New Zealand classrooms.
Here the children will solve a series of clues, search for further information and understand and discuss
different perspectives which will reveal the historical stories of what happened at specific locations
around New Zealand. As part of learning about Aotearoa NZ History the children will also learn the skills
of research and validating and then using information.
Maths
This term we will begin with multiplication and division. Throughout the term we will continue to
consolidate the strategies learnt last term for addition and subtraction. Children will also work on
numerous strategies to solve authentic problems. The mastery of the times tables is a key factor in
moving ahead in maths. Students will be encouraged to talk about their learning and strategies at home
so parents can see what is being covered at school. Towards the end of the term we will cover
measurement. For this, the children will work in mixed groups across the syndicate.
Mathletics
Mathletics is a good platform for reinforcing maths concepts first taught in class. The programme
specifically follows the New Zealand curriculum and is individually adapted to your child’s needs. For
children who have mastered the times tables, it is useful to keep up the Mathletics to build and practise
key skills.
Home learning
Regular reading for enjoyment at home really supports children’s language development, especially
vocabulary acquisition at this stage. At this age tamariki should be reading quietly at home for at least
30 minutes per day. Please help your children get that reading mileage up and engage with them about
what they are reading as this helps grow confidence, know they are supported, develop comprehension
strategies, including the children asking better contextual questions at school. As well as regular reading
or Mathletics, learning the times tables for quick recall, a few facts at a time is helpful.
Visual Art
As mentioned, the performing arts will be our arts focus for this term; however the plays and work in
class lend themselves to visual art as well, including viewing and creating digital art. With our integrated
curriculum there are always other opportunities for children to absorb themselves in the creative
aspects of learning especially in subjects such as reading and writing.
Te ao Māori
It is pleasing to see a good level of syndicate involvement in our kapa haka. Last term the tamariki
thoroughly enjoyed working with Jason. In these sessions they strengthened their competence in te reo,
as well as broadening their understanding of tikanga. This term Jason will continue to use a range of
engaging learning experiences to keep the learning fun such as Kahoot, games and storytelling. This
term we also have sessions with Jeremy to consolidate our already known waiata and learn new waiata.
Our social science program will include whakatauki and texts in Māori which we will translate and
discuss. Towards the end of term we have our school Matariki celebration and this will give us a chance

to celebrate and acknowledge the tangata whenua. Whānui will have planned several activities for the
evening. The dates are yet to be confirmed so keep an eye out for this.
Physical Education
This term there are two main aspects to our sport and P.E. programme. We are pleased to be
participating in the Kiwi Hoops in-school basketball program. Through a games approach to coaching,
Kiwi Hoops focuses on developing 3 key areas – fundamental movement skills, basketball skills and
social skills. Expert coaches will not only provide quality instruction for our tamariki but also for us
teachers! Here we too can learn some best practice methods to teach sport more effectively with our
students. In addition to this we will continue to enjoy a range of games on Friday for syndicate sport.
There will be ongoing fitness activities and drills throughout the week. This term is also our whole
school swimming sports taking place in week 3. All children are able to participate at the level they
enjoy; those children who are competitive swimmers will have a chance to shine.
Health
Last term starting with camp we worked on building relationships and ako to form our team for 2022. A
range of initiatives from regular class social problem solving hui to responsibilities such as playground
buddies have helped build positive relationships, not just with peers but across the school.
In response to using the health resource, Navigating the Journey, all our learning programs have a built
in health dimension. In particular our play projects and sports and performing arts activities help build a
positive social environment in our ara. This term we have a focus on extending the core school value of
Manaakitanga - caring, nurturing, protecting. This fits in nicely with the upcoming Manaakitanga / Pink
shirt day in week 3.
One tool we are introducing this term for helping children deal with negative feelings such as stress,
anxiety or anger is a new resource called GoZen. This is an online platform that helps to centre our
discussion on topics, themes and situations to help build our capacity to be resilient in tough situations.
So there is a lot going on in the health and wellbeing space and we cannot stress highly enough of each
child’s wellbeing. If you have any concerns about how your child is managing at school then please do
not hesitate to contact your child’s home learning team teacher. We depend on you to inform us about
anything else that is affecting or worrying your child outside of school.
Thank you for your ongoing support and input. We look forward to seeing you next week at the 3-way
learning conferences.
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Jen, Beks, Emma
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