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Tena koutou katoa nga Matua me nga Kaitiaki,
Greetings to all Parents and Caregivers,

Term 3 is now well underway and we all hope you had a lovely time with your children over the
school holiday. The teachers were busy planning the coming term and we have some exciting
learning ahead!

Thank you for joining us for the Celebration of Learning
last week. What a great opportunity it was for tamariki to
share their learning with you so far this year.
Furthermore, what a highlight it was last week
performing Red! at the Michael Fowler Centre. We were
impressed with how tamariki managed themselves
during the afternoon practice and then were full of energy
for their nighttime performance. They were excited to be
able to share all their hard work from last term with you
all.

In the first week, we started the term with an enjoyable trip to Circa Theatre followed by a visit to
Te Papa. This was to support our inquiry for this term exploring the habitat of the New Zealand
Bush. Thank you to our parent helpers who supported us on this trip. We would also like to share
a thank you to all our wonderful parent helpers from last term, who assisted us with our trips,
returned books in the resource room, and came into classrooms to share their passions,
interests, and expertise. We really do appreciate your help and
hope you would consider helping again in the future!

Our School Values
The Whanake students and teachers meet as a team every week
to celebrate what we are doing, and to talk through any ‘niggles’
that might be weighing on children's minds. Teachers also use
this time to reinforce how we use our school values to
problem-solve any issues that may have arisen in the classroom
or playground. We continue our focus on manaakitanga and
encourage you to take any opportunity you can at home to
reinforce manaakitanga by pointing out a ‘real life’ application.



Teaching and Learning in Whanake in Term 3
There will be lots of great learning happening in term 3. Below is a quick outline of what you can
expect your child to be learning this term:

Literacy
This term we have started with a focus on researching and writing reports. We have especially
enjoyed reading, learning, and writing about New Zealand
animals. Throughout the term, there will be opportunities for
writing reports, narrative stories, and descriptions about all
sorts of topics. Reading opportunities will be varied, and will be
both teacher-directed (reading groups) and independent
(personal interest and enjoyment). They will be integrated
across all areas of the curriculum. Children will be reading for
information, reading for comprehension, and researching and
understanding a range of topics.  We will continue to encourage
fluency, expression, and reading punctuation to enhance
comprehension levels. Each team will also be undertaking a
‘chapter chat’ around a class novel.

Numeracy
The majority of the term will be spent on number knowledge,
number strategies, and problem-solving, with particular
reference to addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.
Year 3 children will be encouraged to develop their fast recall of 2x, 5x, and 10x tables, while year
4 children are encouraged to add to this, their quick recall of 3x and 4x tables as well. For
children who pick these facts up quickly, we will take them further! We will also be learning all
about 2D shapes and 3D objects.

Integrated Studies
We have dived straight into the fun of our new topic
for the term and hopefully, you have had an
opportunity to see the wonderful display tamariki
worked together to create. Our focus this term is
exploring the habitat of the New Zealand Bush along
with the animals that call it home. We will investigate
the impact of humans and introduced species on this
habitat; along with the conservation e�orts of New
Zealanders.

Te Reo Māori
Each Monday Whanake will be sharing waiata with Jeremy and then on Tuesday Kapa Haka is on
in the afternoon. Last term we enjoyed practising how to tell time in Te Reo Māori. This term we
will explore kupa around our inquiry as well as our maths focus on shapes.

Physical Education
This term tamariki will be busy practising for our school-wide Athletics Day in Week 10. The
events on the day include long jump, high jump, quoits, vortex and sprints.



Art
We will be teaching your child how to print using paints this term. We will be exploring the
processes needed to make monoprints, relief prints, and block prints. The children will also
investigate the work of well-known print artists and observe and share their thoughts about the
artist’s work. Questions that may be posed could be “What’s going on in this artwork?” “What
do you see that makes you say that?” “ What more can we find?”.

Housekeeping

● We have a ‘slippers inside’ to help keep the Whanake carpets dry and clean and suitable
for sitting on. Children take their shoes o� before entering our learning area. Water
bottles in class are no longer a requirement as children have immediate access to water
fountains just outside our learning area.

● Lost Property: It is crucial to have all clothing named so that it may be reunited with its
owner quickly. Encourage your children to look for their missing clothing as soon as it is
lost.

A reminder about home learning
We wanted to take this opportunity to repeat the message that, as our children lead very busy out
of school lives, anything you deem as an “outside of school activity” counts as home learning if
you wish it to. Your child having some family time, going for a walk, doing chores, having an
early night, or just a ‘night o�’ because they are tired, are all examples of ‘alternatives’ to the
nightly spelling and mathematics routine. We encourage your child to record this in the home
learning book- which they can even do at school the next day if you wish. We still encourage as
much nightly reading for pleasure as you can squeeze in- children love being read to, and
reading to adults!

There are no negative consequences for children not doing the reading, spelling, Mathletics, or
‘extra’ part of the weekly home learning sheet. Most children complete all parts each week, and
many love the ‘extra’ activities we provide, but we have always accepted this is not realistic for
everyone.  The one thing we do insist on is each child having their home learning book at school
each Friday, so the weekly spelling testing can proceed without any fuss or bother. If the book is
regularly forgotten on a Friday, it suddenly becomes complicated for teachers to give feedback
on the completed home learning.

Getting in touch
As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be contacted by our email
address (joellec, kayleighp, gretad@kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your
child’s learning at any stage of the year, your child’s teacher will be happy to talk with you -
however be aware that Monday and Tuesday after school are usually sta� meeting times, as is
Thursday morning before school too.

We all look forward to another great term. Our thanks for your support, as always.

Kind regards,

Joelle, Kayleigh and Greta
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