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Tēnā koutou katoa ngā matua me ngā kaitiaki,
Greetings to all parents and caregivers

It is hard to believe that the final term of the school year is already upon us. It was
wonderful to catch up with so many of you in our three-way learning conversations
this week. What a great opportunity it was to reflect on students’ goals and their achievements this year to date.
We are now in the final stretch of the year with many exciting events ahead of us. Here are some we’d like to
highlight for your diary:

● Book Week
○ Week 5, 14-18 November. Students can come to school dressed up as a book character on

Friday 18th November.
● Whanake Assembly

○ Week 6, Friday 25 November 9:30am. Assembly will be hosted by Whanake Miller.
● Celebration of Learning

○ Week 8, Tuesday 6th December 3:15pm - 4:55pm. Parents and whānau are invited into the
learning spaces so children can share their learning with you.

● Rogaine and picnic lunch
○ Week 8, Wednesday 7th December 9am - Noon. Parent help is required for this event; more

information can be found towards the end of this newsletter.

Tamariki should be proud of their efforts last term, especially as they worked together to create and perform our
play about the Māori Land March. It was wonderful to see so many parents and whānau there to support the
children, thank you! The play was the culmination of the learning the children achieved last term from the new
New Zealand history curriculum, as well as the English and drama strands of the New Zealand curriculum. About
80-90% of the script was the children’s own writing. The Māori Land March provided a context for tamariki to
tackle the concept from the curriculum that: ‘individuals, groups, and organisations have exerted and contested
power in ways that improve the lives of people and communities, and in ways that lead to exclusion, injustice,
and conflict.’ There were some big themes in there for students in years 3 and 4 and the students did a really
thoughtful job of using their imagination to put themselves in other people’s shoes. A particular highlight was
when our wonderful school caretaker Matua Jason came and congratulated the students after the dress
rehearsal; he told them how proud he was of them, as someone who had been on the march, and that he was
sure his elders who organised the march would have been proud of them too. Well done tamariki!



Teaching and Learning in Whanake in Term 4

Below is an outline of what you can expect your child to be learning this term.

Science
We return to the science curriculum again for our main topic this term. This time we will be focusing on properties
and changes of matter. Tamariki will observe, describe, and compare the changes that occur when materials are
mixed, heated, or cooled. The context for this will be the science behind bread-making. Students will be looking at
the changes that happen at each stage of bread-making, and how the different processes and ingredients we use
will determine the kind of bread we make. As children will be sampling bread during this unit, please ensure that any
information about your child’s food allergies or intolerances are up to date with the school office, particularly with
regards to gluten intolerance.

Literacy
We start the term with a focus on poetry as we explore poetry written by authors from Aotearoa and from around
the world. Students will create their own pieces of poetry to share with their peers. There will also be
opportunities for writing reports, narrative stories, and descriptions.

Reading will continue to be varied with both teacher-directed reading (reading groups) and independent reading
(personal interest and enjoyment) happening across the week. We will be having a special focus on reading a
wide variety of genres this term. Students will be encouraged to bring a variety of books home from our school
library on Thursdays and to recommend books to others.

Reading and writing opportunities are also integrated across all areas of the curriculum, which means children
could be researching information and writing about their understanding in a wide range of topics and interest
areas. Students will also have the opportunity to practise speaking in front of a group through sharing news with
their classmates and giving book reviews.

Mathematics
The majority of the term will be spent on number knowledge, number strategies and problem-solving, with
particular emphasis on fractions and patterns. This means students will understand the meaning of the digits in a
fraction, how the fraction can be written in numerals and words, or said, and the relative order and size of
fractions with common denominators (bottom numbers). With regards to patterns, students will explore

sequential patterns, either spatial, for example ...or numeric, for example, 1, 3, 5, 7…

They will learn to:
● Identify patterns in number sequences.
● Establish rules for sequential patterns.
● Use rules to make predictions.
● Continue a sequential pattern.

We will also be teaching from the geometry and measurement strands.
In particular, creating and using simple maps as we get ready for
rogaine in week 8, and revising volume and mass as part of our
bread-making unit in science.

Art
For art this term, students will be learning how to draw and paint self
portraits. Tamariki will be incorporating their pepeha into their self
portraits to celebrate their whakapapa and personal stories.



Physical Education and Health
We have begun the term with our school-wide Athletics Day. The
children have been busy practising for each of the events including long
jump, high jump and vortex. Following on from Athletics, we will be
enjoying regular fitness sessions, as well as receiving football lessons
through the Wellington Olympic Football club.

For health, we will be continuing to support our students to form healthy
relationships with a focus on interacting positively with others;
understanding the meaning and importance of respect; and expressing
our feelings with others.  Students will continue to develop an awareness of how their feelings are affected by
the actions of others; how their own actions might influence others; and how their thoughts and feelings influence
their own reactions.

NZ History
We continue our term 3 unit of learning from the new Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories curriculum. This term
tamariki will conclude our learning about two stories from our history that have connections to Wellington:

1. Milk Bars and Fish & Chips: Students will learn about the environments where New Zealanders first
encountered Chinese, Indian and Greek culture in the middle of last century. Students will be introduced to the
Hellenic Mile in Wellington, full of businesses owned by Greek immigrants and plot Greek restaurants onto a
map of Courtenay Place.
2. The 1981 Springbok Tour protests: Students will understand how the apartheid protests divided the
nation, and highlighted the injustices other groups of people face in Aotearoa.

Te Reo Māori ~ On Tuesdays each class will have te reo Māori lessons with Jeremy. We will be learning words
associated with objects around the classroom, and words associated with cooking to link in with our science unit.

Parent help

We would like to thank all our wonderful parent helpers from last term, who assisted us with returning books to the
resource room. We really appreciate your help and hope you will consider helping again in the future! We would also
like to invite any parents, caregivers or relatives who have an area of expertise to come and share with the tamariki. In
the past, parents/whānau have shared about their country, cultural traditions, science, and festivals. Please get in
touch with your child’s teacher if you would like to share.

Rogaine Event - Help Needed!

Whanake’s rogaine event is on Wednesday 7th December in week 8 in the Botanic Gardens. This
team-building, map reading, walking/jogging/running and clue finding event has been an end-of-year fixture at
KNS for a number of years now, and is very popular. To run this event we need adult helpers. The Whanake
event runs from 9.00am - 12.00 noon. Adult helpers will attend a rogaine briefing in the Whanake space at
9.00am.

Each adult helper will lead a group of children from clue to clue. No compass knowledge is required but you
will need a wide-brimmed sunhat and running shoes. Please don’t bring handbags as you will need both
hands free and we also ask that dogs are left at home. If you can help, please let your child's teacher know as
soon as possible and indicate whether you would prefer to be with a walking, or running group. Ideally, we are
looking for 6 adults per class to help out. Grandparents and teenage siblings are also great helpers.

A brief outline for the day of the Rogaine:

● 9.00 Children in class- roll. Rogaine explained to children and adult helpers
● 9.30 Early morning tea
● 9.50 Leave school and walk to Cable Car

https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/changes-in-education/aotearoa-new-zealands-histories-and-te-takanga-o-te-wa/


● 10.10 Rogaine event begins at the Bottle Tree behind Cable Car Museum, in the Botanic Gardens.
● 11.30-11.50 Rogaine concludes in the Dell. Parent helpers are welcome to depart from the Dell.
● 12.00 - Children have a picnic lunch in the Dell and then return to school. Parents are welcome to join

us.

Housekeeping

● This term Mr Dobson is covering Whanake Clark just one day a week on Wednesdays and Whanake
Harper on Mondays.

● In term 4 all children need to have a wide-brimmed sunhat at school each day which they will wear
when outside from 10.30am onwards. You are welcome to send your child to school with suncream,
which the children can self-apply before going outside.

● This term our Library day is on Thursday, please help your child to remember to bring any library
books to be returned each Thursday.

● Lost Property: It is crucial to have all clothing named so that it may be reunited with its owner quickly.
Encourage your children to look for their missing clothing as soon as it is lost. If clothing cannot be
reunited with its owner, it may end up in the school lost property, in containers in the link.

A reminder about Home Learning

● Home Learning is shared each Monday to Seesaw, beginning on week 2. If you prefer home learning to be
done offline, tasks may be completed on pen and paper with a photo of them uploaded to Seesaw.

● Please note there is a Seesaw login for families and a separate login for students. Students need
to use their own login to complete the homework tasks online, we will continue sharing a
read-only version to the parent view for your reference. If you need help with Seesaw logins
please email your child’s teacher. While Seesaw can also be used to message teachers, we
would prefer it if you email, as emails are checked more frequently.

● We wanted to take this opportunity to repeat the message that, as our children lead busy out-of-school
lives, anything you deem as an “outside of school activity” counts as home learning if you wish it to.
There are no consequences for children not doing their home learning. However, we do encourage as
much daily reading for pleasure as you can squeeze in.

Getting in touch

As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be
contacted by our email addresses (joellec, richardd, brookeh,
amym@kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your child’s
learning at any stage of the term, your child’s teacher will be happy to talk
with you - however, please be aware that Mondays and Tuesdays after
school, and Thursdays before school, are usually staff meeting times.

We all look forward to another great term, the final term for 2022. Our
thanks for your support, as always,

Amy, Brooke, Richard, and Joelle (Team Leader)

https://web.seesaw.me/parents
mailto:initial@kelburnnormal.school.nz

