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Kia ora Parents and Whānau,

It has been a real pleasure to note the positivity with which the children have returned to school. Our Year
8s have embodied manaakitanga by being  very welcoming to the Year 7s and the new students, showing
them the ropes and explaining how we do things in Māia. We return to school under somewhat novel
circumstances, and so far our learners have shown  impressive resilience, following the various
Covid-related procedures conscientiously and without complaint. We have already been impressed by the
positive approach this cohort brings to their learning, and look forward to a productive and exciting year.



Extracurricular Activities
Extracurricular activities will start from Monday 21 February, assuming no public health-related disruptions.
We encourage students to take advantage of the unusually wide range of activities available at Kelburn by
auditioning for or joining at least one of these groups: Kapa Haka,  orchestra, rock bands, Lyrica choir, drama
club, chess club, code club, and eco club. Māia children naturally provide leadership to these activities.

Camp
The teaching team and the school’s leadership team are still considering whether we can go ahead with the
camp, or whether it would be best to postpone until later in the year. The final decision will be made over
the weekend, so look out for and update on Tuesday. Should we go ahead with the camp we will not be able
to do any of the activities involving outside providers, so will restrict our activities to the campsite and its
immediate environs. We will also be working out plans to deal with the various contingencies which might
arise, and will communicate these once they have been finalised.

English
Our reading focus for this term will be on short texts, focusing on autobiography and autofiction.  We will
use this as an opportunity to refresh some of those comprehension strategies the children might have let
fall into abeyance over the summer break. We have selected a range of texts from different times and
places, and in a variety of styles.  Our short texts will also be used as models for the children’s own writing,
and as the term progresses we will write about our own experiences and thoughts, before moving on to
more fictionalised explorations of self.

Mathematics
During maths we will be spending the bulk of the term refreshing and extending our number knowledge
and strategies, as well as developing our problem solving skills. In Māia we emphasise the importance of
describing and justifying one’s reasoning, so that our learners can develop the ability to describe their
mathematical ideas to others. As learners  develop their ability to verbalise their mathematical
understanding, they reflect both on their own approach, and are exposed to others’ ideas.  Through
problem solving and dialogue we seek to develop the children’s understanding of the concepts in play,
rather than viewing maths  as a set of teacher-directed procedures. On Fridays we will be giving children the
opportunity to practise their basic facts; those who have mastered them will explore aspects of maths we
might not be able to cover during a typical maths lesson.

Science
This term we will be looking at freshwater ecology. We will be investigating the biodiversity found at various
locations around the local area, and considering how it is affected by various environmental pressures.  We
have purchased a number of kits from NIWA to help us with this unit of work. If you know of anyone with
experience in this or related fields who would like to come in and share their expertise with  Māia, please
let Alistair Button know so we can set up a time. We will also be looking at the nature of science strand of
the curriculum as part of our Friday rotations.

Social Science
This year we will be introducing the Aotearoa New Zealand Histories curriculum, and as a first step the
children will be researching a location of personal significance to them in New Zealand. We will help
learners to choose a suitable locale, and they will then follow a research cycle to gather information about
it. The children will then present their findings using a variety of text types. This is an opportunity not only



to develop our research skills, but also for the children to experiment with ways in which they can share
their ideas in compelling, creative ways.

Critical Literacy and Health
As our learners enter adolescence, it is important that we equip them with the tools to engage successfully
with the plethora of media to which they are exposed. We live in a time when misinformation and
disinformation are rife, and young people are bombarded with often confusing messages about the world
and about themselves.  We will be looking at the ways in which images are used and manipulated, examples
of fallacious arguments, and how statistics can be used and abused. Media literacy is a key part of the
health curriculum at this level, so our focus on these issues will continue throughout the year.

Physical Education
This term we will be focusing on small ball skills, particularly in the context of Cricket. Later this term
coaches from the Wellington Cricket Association will come to school to run skills sessions. At this point it is
unlikely that Western Zone athletics events will be going ahead.

Technology
Technology is on Fridays and is at Newlands intermediate. Year 7s will depart school about 10:30 and return
around 12:40, Year 8s at 12:40, returning at approximately 2:50. Please be aware that issues with transport
sometimes arise, so Year 8s might arrive back at or slightly after 3pm. Students will follow similar Covid
protocols as at Kelburn, and will be required to wear masks whilst at Newlands. The technology teachers at
Newlands request that students wear closed-toed shoes on Fridays. Technology will start on Friday 11
February.

Rotations
Back at school on Friday we will be offering science and visual art rotations. These will consist of four 90
minute blocks, switching groups halfway through the term.

Careers Education
Our learners are going into a world of bewildering complexity, in which many will work in fields we can only
anticipate. It is important to highlight the myriad possibilities open to today’s learners, and the learning
pathways that they aren’t aware exist. Throughout the year as part of our Careers Education programme,
we would like to invite parents to come into the school and speak to the children about their careers. This
would involve telling the children about how you came to your career choice, the educational pathways you
had to follow, and the sacrifices that were necessary to achieve your goals. A particular point we would like
to convey is the idea that unexpected opportunities often lead to unanticipated careers. This will be a
semi-regular event, usually on a Friday morning, though we will, of course, strive to work with your
schedule.  If you happen to be available to talk to us please contact Alistair Button to make a time. Ideally,
the talks would be evenly distributed throughout the term.

As always, if you have any questions about our programme, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Nga mihi,

Alistair Button; Libya Munn; Jamie Quayle


