
 
Board of Trustees News    September  2020 
Update from the Landscape Committee 
 
Kia ora koutou  
 
Thank you to everyone who commented on the proposed plans by Mark Newdick.  We received ten written 
replies, plus feedback from students and teachers.  Most of the written responses were from parents and we also 
received feedback from the Blind Foundation, which was really appreciated. 
 
The feedback 
 
The feedback was overwhelmingly positive with lots of great suggestions for additions or improvements.  The 
main themes were about shade sails, reservations about the use of gravel by the bottom court, garden 
maintenance, support for a mural, and specific comments about some of the play/activity ideas and signage 
represented in the plan.  
 
A few comments were about the placement of shade sails, pointing out that they will need to be far enough away 
from the school building so children cannot jump onto them.  Others asked whether shade sails could be placed 
over the junior playground. The reason for placing shade sails outside the Tupu area is so younger children have 
somewhere shady to sit to have their lunch over the summer months, but we agree that the sails can’t be too 
close to the building.   We initially wanted to have shade over the playground, but decided against it for the 
following reasons: 
 

● Once children have eaten their lunch and are playing, they will need to cover up using hats and clothing 
regardless of where they end up playing because we can’t provide shade for all the play areas (for 
example, the courts and gully).  For this reason it seemed more sensible to prioritise shade for when they 
are sitting and eating.  

● Sun angles may result in the sails not covering the intended area of the playground at different times of 
the day. 

● It’s difficult to provide enough space around the poles so the shade sails aren’t accessible or able to be 
climbed on from either the play equipment or retaining walls.  

● The sails have to be large to adequately cover all the play area, which makes them expensive and more 
prone to failure in high wind.  

 

 



 

A number of you advised against including gravel in the garden area beside the bottom court.  This feedback has 
been taken on board and we will find another material to offer contrast along the proposed path.  
 
Garden maintenance needs to be kept at a minimum, and this will be factored in with choice of robust and 
site-appropriate plants.  Irrigation would be nice, but seems an expense that is hard to justify, particularly given 
the Ministry of Education doesn’t fund irrigation.  It is also worth noting that the Ministry won’t fund plants, murals 
or shade sails, which is why we need to be particularly careful with these types of expenditure.  
 
Comments from the Blind Foundation and parents who have expertise in accessibility issues were very helpful, 
particularly about what play equipment and hard landscaping works better for tamariki with disabilities.  We have 
shared this feedback with Mark Newdick to take into account for the next stage of planning and work.  
 
We also had some special requests, such as, the teachers and younger children who asked for a sandpit near 
Tupu (similar to what the school had at Ngaio) and a playhouse.  
 
Next steps 
 
Based on the feedback, the Committee will agree a schedule of work. The first step is for Mark to commence 
drawings that contractors will quote from.   At this stage we have decided not to progress “Area 5”, the area 
outside the music room.  The proposed work in this area was expensive and could undermine using the area as a 
stage.  We also received comments querying whether this was the right place for these activities and if some of 
the proposed musical play equipment would stand the test of time.  
 
After considering community and teacher feedback, we are adding some additional ideas to the schedule of work, 
including four-square markings for the Ngaio court, repairing the flying fox in the Gully and asking Mark to position 
the requested sandpit and playhouse behind the  junior playground.  
 
There was support for a mural along the Upland Road retaining wall. Given this would have an immediate visual 
impact on the school, we hope to fast track this item of work.  
 
Based on feedback we will progress school signage and visuals (like storyboards) with care.  There was support 
for having storyboards, but we will investigate what materials we should use so they are durable, washable and 
repairable.  
 
Funding sources 
 
The landscape project will be funded by the Ministry of Education who allocated $190,000 to KNS through the 
School Investment Package (SIP) funding announced in December 2019.  This funding is for property upgrades, 
which includes general landscaping and signage.  Ministry capital improvement funding will also be available for 
items that are in excess of SIP funding.  The PTA will help the school with those items the Ministry won’t fund, 
such as shade sails, the mural and plants.  Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the PTA fundraising efforts 
over the last few years, we are very grateful.  
 
Thanks again to those who provided feedback, it was great to receive positive comments and helpful suggestions. 
As things progress we will continue to keep you updated, but in the meantime if you have any questions or 
comments on the landscape project you can email us on bot@kelburnnormal.school.nz.  
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Nickie van der Beek 
Chairperson 
On behalf of the KNS Landscape Committee  
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