
Te Ara Māia Newsletter
Term Tahi, Week Waru 2023

Where students learn creatively and strive for excellence preparing for lifelong learning
Kia auaha te ako a ngā ākonga me te whai i te iti kahurangi mō te akoranga tūroa

Kia ora Parents and Whānau of Māia students,

City Gallery Trip
We have a fun trip planned for week 10. Students will be visiting the Reuben Paterson exhibition at the City Gallery
and taking part in the Light, Pattern, Identity: Tour and Glitter Pattern Workshop. The day will also involve a
cultural scavenger hunt at Te Papa. This is a rich learning experience that we have the opportunity to engage in as
it is just a short walk from school. We will walk down to town and back up for this adventure on Monday 3rd April
Week 10.We will need 4-5 parent volunteers so that we can have the adult-to-child ratios we require. Please
keep an eye out for further communications about this. A $4 donation request for this trip will be added to your
child’s student statement.

Reading Challenge
We have designed an ongoing Reading Challenge for our learners this year. The checklist is designed to broaden
the range of texts students read and encourage sharing discussion about literature at home and at school.
Students can read the books at home or school and will record a brief summary, opinion, and new vocabulary they
have learned as a result. If your child is struggling to read for 30 mins a day outside of school we can support
them by issuing books from our school library so that they have something to read at home.

3-way conferences
These are on next week, and your tamariki have been reflecting on themselves as learners and setting goals that
outline the progress they want to make this year.

Literacy & Te Reo Māori
In Te Reo with Matua Jason, we are working on using correct pronouns, this is a challenge for sure! Our Other
Worlds Literacy unit is providing some rich opportunities for collaborative learning. Students have created their
own imagined cities with villages, shops, museums, ruins, myths, legends, and quirky characters. This unit lends
itself well to exploring Māori myths, legends and Tikanga. One of the aspects of our unit is describing a place.
Below is an example from a year 7 student of their first draft of a piece of writing and their reflections below.

https://citygallery.org.nz/education/programmes/reuben-paterson-the-only-dream-left/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tzbRtiN58bl2wQItwdIGSDf05rFOg5q9jYxZOWEI1bg/edit


Maths & Science
We are in the throes of some STEAM activities, building bridges and testing their weight limits. This ties in well with
our maths problem-solving unit and gives us some context for our word problems.

Learning Support
If your child is receiving learning support, you will have received a letter about this via email. We are fortunate to
have skilled and experienced Teacher Aides supporting our tamariki with their learning alongside our teaching
staff. Please contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any queries about this.

School Picnic
A little reminder that the PTA still needs parent helpers for the school picnic tomorrow, so please sign up if you can
help out. We look forward to seeing you there!

Best wishes,
Libya Munn & Alistair Button

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YfiMXX1JOUhHJstjTVvdSNhPqM8QxXZ_F-2fLrtpsMA/edit#gid=

