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7 May 2021

Tena koutou katoa nga Matua me nga Kaitiaki,

Greetings to all Parents and Caregivers,

What a fun start to the year we have had in Whanake! A few highlights from term 1 included travelling back

in time to explore the circus’ building our confidence and skills in the pool, investigating the similarities and

differences between melting and dissolving, and listening to the novel Wild Robot as a team. Phew! What a

term. I wonder what term 2 has in store for us?

This week we have noticed that tamariki have quickly settled into the new school term, with routines and
team cultures now firmly ingrained. We incorporated assessment activities into the first term's programme,
and the Whanake teachers now have a strong understanding of where your child is at, and where they need
to focus on next.  This will help them to make good progress by the end of this year.  On a personal level, we
also shared with you your child's progress and goals at the 3-way Learning Conversations.

A few dates for the diary:

● Thursday 20th May (Week 3) - KNS Swimming Sports

Our school’s annual swimming sports is being held at Kaori Pool this year. Tamariki in Whanake will have the
choice to participate in competitive races in the 25m pool and/or fun races in a side pool. At the start of
week 2, your child will bring home with them a list of the events that they have self-selected to enter into
swimming sports. Please take a moment to have a look over this list and talk to your child about their
selection.  If you feel your child may have selected an event beyond their current swimming ability, please
let your child’s teacher know via email as soon as you can.



● Friday 21st May (Week 3) - During the first three weeks of this term, we are focussing on our
school-wide value manaakitanga, which will coincide with “Pink Shirt Day” on Friday.

● Whanake Plays (Weeks 4 and 5):
Whanake Peach - Wednesday 30th May at 2 pm
Whanake de Vries - Wednesday 2nd June at 11.30 am
Whanake Clark - Wednesday 2nd June at 2 pm.

From Week 4, each Whanake team will begin sharing their team play with friends and whānau in our school
hall. These will be based on the incredible mahi from term 1 where tamariki explored the story of Agatha
Rose, an elderly woman who was once a part of a magnificent circus, as well as the book, Leon and the
Place Between. Keep an eye out for your own personal invitation!

● RED! Opera Thursday 24th June - time to be announced
(Week 8).

We so enjoyed last year being part of RED! with NZ Opera that we
have decided to do it again this year. The opera incorporates the story
of Little Red Riding Hood and has been developed to address relevant
issues facing children today - such as bullying, gaining independence,
and establishing identity - using common sense, and the power of
inter-generational relationships. Participating tamariki will get the
opportunity to devise and rehearse this piece alongside local Director
Jacqueline Coats and Music Director Brent Stewart, with professional
artists from Orchestra Wellington and New Zealand Opera, before performing to friends and whānau at the
Opera House.

● Life Education (Week 8)

Teaching and Learning in Whanake in Term 2

There will continue to be lots of great learning happening in term 2. Below is a quick outline of what you can
expect your child to be learning this term.

Literacy
With a particular emphasis on developing their dramatic capability, children will be learning how to

communicate ideas to an audience in a variety of different ways. They will also be writing poetry, reports,

narrative stories, descriptions, and engage in informal debates about all sorts of topics. Reading

opportunities will be varied, with teacher-directed (reading groups) and independent (personal interest and

enjoyment) and will be integrated across all areas of the curriculum. Children will be researching and

reading for information, reading for meaning, and understanding a range of texts.  We will continue to

encourage fluency, expression, and reading punctuation to enhance comprehension levels. Each team will

also be undertaking a ‘chapter chat’ around the book The Road to Ratenburg by Joy Cowley.



Numeracy
The majority of the term will be spent on number knowledge, number strategies and problem-solving, with
particular reference to addition and subtraction. We will also be teaching the measurement strand and will
be looking closely at reading and telling time.

Te Reo Māori
Each team will be taking part in weekly Te Reo Māori with Jeremy. This week Jeremy shared with us his
pepeha and we practised the start of our pepeha too. If you have a pepeha or mihi we would love to
welcome you into our space to share with our tamariki. Please email
your child’s teacher if you would like to share.

Integrated Studies (Science and Social Science)

In the second half of the term, Whanake will delve into our ‘Kia mau

ki te ūkaipo/Don’t Forget Your Roots’ unit where we will be sharing

and exploring stories about ourselves, as well as stories of our school

and Kelburn. For Science, we will have a ‘The Physical World’ focus

where we will be exploring the science around us in our local

community. For example, we will learn about the cable car and the

viaduct and how these have contributed to our local community.

Physical Education

This term we will be focusing on ball skills through playing team games with an emphasis on developing

passing skills, as well as those important skills essential to working together as a team.

Art

Our Visual Art focus this term is the domain of drawing where we will be developing our sketching and

observational skills.

Housekeeping
● We have a ‘slippers in Whanake’ option throughout the winter months. Water bottles each day are

still required as the children need to stay hydrated and trips to the drinking fountain can be quite
disruptive to learning programmes.

● Choirs are on Wednesday morning- Piccolo (Year 4s) starts at 8.30am sharp in Mahler (Room 14). Tui
(Year 3s) begins at 9.00am in the Whanake Nui.

● Xylofun is on Monday morning and starts at 8.30 am in Mahler. Little Xylofun is on Friday morning
and also starts at 8.30 am in Mahler.

Getting in touch



As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be contacted by our email address
(kayleighp, joellec, gretad @kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your child’s learning at any
stage of the year, your child’s teacher is always happy to talk with you - however be aware that Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesdays after school are usually staff meeting times.

We all look forward to another great term. Our thanks for your support, as always.

Kind regards,

Kayleigh, Joelle and Greta

mailto:initial@kelburnnormal.school.nz

