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Nāu te rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi

Everybody has something to offer, a piece of the puzzle, and by working together
we can all flourish.

Kia ora Parents and Whānau,

Welcome back to school. What an action-packed term we are all going to have as
we continue building on our learning journey from last term. A special welcome to
all the tamariki and whānau starting this term.

All the Tupu teachers would like to say thank you to the parents
who were able to help out with our trip to The Space Place and a
very special thank you to Rebekah and Mimi for putting all our
books away last term. We appreciate the time you give. If you
are keen to help out with books please contact Andrea as she
sets up the timetable.

We were impressed with how hard all the tamariki worked in term one and how
engaged, involved, and curious they were, despite the outside changes that were
happening around them. We wanted to share with you what we have planned for
this term. If there is anything that you feel you can contribute to our programme,
please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.

Curriculum Topics
We continue with several science investigations involving the
physical world. We are going to explore the energy of push and
pull to create different forces. We are diving into light and colour
and how this reflects off objects and enters our eyes. As well as
how shadows are created. To tie this all together we are
attempting to make something like a toy that moves by using

forces. This will test our can-do attitude and approach.

An overarching theme is respectful relationships. This includes what makes a good
friend, how to be a good friend, and ways to include and support others so everyone
feels welcome and part of our team. An important lifelong skill.

May 16th to 22nd is the primary Science Week, a nationwide event that puts the
spotlight on the teaching and learning of science. The Tupu scientists will be doing a



range of fun and exciting experimental investigations that we hope to capture on
Seesaw to share with you.

Mathematics and Statistics
For the first three weeks, we will be doing the unit Algebra, Patterns,
and Relationships, focusing on sequential patterns, tessellations, and
symmetry.
Our focus will then shift to five weeks of working on addition

and subtraction strategies and number knowledge. Number knowledge
work will reinforce forward and backwards counting sequences of whole
numbers; number identification and sequence; knowing and using groups
with five, within ten and with ten. Number strategy work will have the
children using a range of counting, grouping, and equal sharing to solve addition
and subtraction problems.
We will finish off the term with a two-week focus on time.
Don’t forget to check out the activities and advice on www.nzmaths.co.nz., click on
the ‘Families’ heading.

Literacy
Our literacy programs are back in full swing. As a team we have been
investigating and putting into practice different and appropriate
elements of structured literacy alongside our programmes to best suit
individual tamariki, especially around breaking the code, reading for

meaning and the joy of becoming and being a powerful reader. At this stage, your
child will continue to bring a reading book home Rāhina to Rāpare. On Rāmere, their
poetry book comes home to share the week’s and previous poems. The library book
your child has chosen will come home on Rāmere too. There will be a selection of
readers coming home, both fiction and non-fiction and sometimes it will be one that
they have read before. The purpose of this is to develop student choice, fluency, and
expression when reading.

We know every effort is made in your busy lives to make time to fit in this important
reading; the more children read, the better they get. Please remember to fill in the
children’s yellow home reading book, as the kaiako value your feedback and input.

For writing this term, we are working on personal and expressive
recounts while using descriptive writing. This ties in with our integrated
units of work as well as the interest of the tamariki. We have regular
handwriting sessions that focus on correct pencil grip, forming
lower-case, capital letters, and numbers correctly and legibly. We have
daily structured phonetics lessons to build our skills and knowledge of how to spell
words.

Physical Education
This term we are focusing on skipping, balls, and hoops;
we are also launching into a few folk dances throughout
the term as a team. We are lucky to have six sessions of

http://www.nzmaths.co.nz/


basketball. Our daily fitness continues to be another highlight with the many
different forms that this takes.

Mahi Ngatahi
This continues to be a highlight of the week for everyone as well as setting up the
week in a positive way where the tamariki are able to follow their own interests, and
build resilience while completing the activity that they have chosen as we settle into
the week. This is also a vehicle for the children to develop their digital technology
skills, knowledge, and language skills while exploring the mathematics and
science-based activities and resources.

Discovery Time
Rāmere morning wouldn't be complete without Discovery time, where our creative
ideas spring to life in our art pieces. At this stage parental help at Discovery time is
on hold but we will keep you posted.

Te Reo
This term we continue to make our day interwoven with te reo
through instructions, names, numbers as well as developing our
pepeha and celebrating Matariki and its meaning. Under the
confident guidance of kaiako Sophie and Jeremy, we come together for our weekly
Kapa Haka.

Arts
In visual arts, we will be using collage, composition, and colour mixing to create
artworks based on our topics, our interests and our creativity. We will be exploring
space, movement, and keeping in time to the music through various dances.
Through music, we listen, respond to, and imitate the elements of beat, rhythm,
and pitch.

Tui Choir- He waka eke noa- A canoe that we are all on together
Ali Laing is looking forward to welcoming all the children in Year 2 and 3 from the
Whanake team and Tupu Bishop and Molloy’s team to Tui Choir for
another term of joyful singing.

Helpful Reminders
All kaiako encourage the children to work towards independence
and we would appreciate your help too. You do need to follow the
school guidelines for entering our learning space at this time
however please don’t let this stop you from contacting and touching base with us as

we enjoy seeing you and sharing with you what your child has been
achieving. Seeing the children coming in by themselves and taking
responsibility for carrying their school bag to and from school while
putting their reading folders and contents in the right place in the
mornings is great.

As you know we are a ‘no shoes inside’ school so slippers are welcome as well as
just socks or bare feet. It is important that your children wear shoes to school so



that they can get off and on by themselves. Please can you make sure that all your
child's belongings are clearly labelled including lunch boxes and drink bottles.
Please make sure that your child has a warm jacket and/or a raincoat each day.

We encourage children to be part of sharing their news with their
peers as it is an important aspect of oral development. This can take
many forms from telling news to showing an item. Bringing toys to
school is only for news times and will stay in their bags or class news
box for the day.

SeeSaw
We are continuing to add to your child’s SeeSaw this term to share with families and
whānau. The children love posting their work for you to see what is happening
during the day with their learning. We have lots of interesting ideas about what to
post and share this term, and no doubt the children will have too. We are also all
enjoying reading your feedback so please continue to share this on your child’s
SeeSaw as this creates a strong connection between home and school.

If you have any questions, or there is something you would like to talk to the
teachers about, please feel free to email or pop in and see us.

Ngā  mihi  nui-  from the Tupu teaching team
Andrea, Sophie, Ali, Erin, and Susie

Email Addresses:
andream@kelburnnormal.school.nz        susieb@kelburnnormal.school.nz
sophieb@kelburnnormal.school.nz         alisonl@kelburnnormal.school.nz


