
Where students learn creatively and strive for excellence preparing for lifelong learning Kia
auaha te ako a ngā ākonga me te whai i te iti kahurangi mō te akoranga tūroa

Te Ara Whānui

Term One Update

February 4th, 2022
Kia Ora Parents and whanau,

Welcome to  2022 from the Whānui team and especially to children new to our Ara,  and their families. 
This year our teaching team consists of Jen Wilkinson (team leader), Rebekah Rasmussen and Emma 
Murdoch.

To start the year, our priorities are getting to know your children, team, and culture building, and setting up 
our expectations and instructional routines. To begin our year, the children will all be engaged in activities 
that will encourage them to be expressive and creative; these will help us gain a picture of how your child 
learns.  A key component to our program is developing the Key Competencies in our home learning teams, 
or whanau.  This is designed to give  children that active sense of belonging and contributing so important 
for wellbeing and self-efficacy. So, for the first term, it is likely your child will spend much of their time until

lunchtime with their whanau teacher, covering
the core subjects of writing, reading, and maths.
In the afternoon when we cover more inquiry
type learning (science, social sciences, and
technology), Art, and PE, we will mix up the
groupings as we utilize the collaborative teaching.
Through this we engage in the Key Competencies
of Relating to Others, we will support students to
value, and learn from each other.

In week three, our syndicate camp is at Makahika
Outdoor Pursuits Centre (Feb 16th - 18th). This

will be a great way to build relationships across the classes in a stimulating out-of-school setting.  Please
find attached the gear list. The only addition to the gear list from last year is that the children need to bring
their own plate, bowl and cutlery. Please feel free to contact your child’s home learning teacher if you
require any extra information.

Term One Learning Programmes

Social Science: This term we will delve back into a programme we used last year,  devised by Family
Planning ~ ‘Navigating the journey’.  In particular we will focus on the  ‘Who am I? Ko wai au?’ and the
‘Relationships - Ngā whanaungatanga’ part of the programme.
Amongst other things students will learn about themselves and their relationships with others. They will
describe and appreciate the qualities that make them unique and identify strategies for their own
self-worth and that of others. Alongside this we will be having regular Philosophy sessions. Supporting
these lessons we will be using a text called ‘Big ideas for curious minds’. This will open up conversations
and dialogue about ourselves and the world around us. Here the children will also learn about some of the
more significant philosophers and their ideas that have influenced our society over time.



Literacy: Throughout the term, children will have many opportunities to practice and develop their oral 
language, and to make productive connections between reading and writing. Our spaces will be buzzing 
with oral language, as the children share their ideas, experiences, and language across the curriculum. In 
this strength-based approach to literacy; children will also have opportunities to explore and develop their 
vocabulary, and their comprehension strategies.

Reading: While our children at Kelburn have good competency in reading at this age, they still have a long 
way to go to be mature readers. In class, at this level we explore texts, and create deeper meanings from 
the texts. We read every day, both instructional and recreational reading and we note that books are 
becoming more sophisticated at this age level and so regular mileage is crucial. At Year 5-6 children should 
be reading for at least 30 minutes a day outside of class.

Writing:  We will start with some autobiographical writing as we get to know each other. We will use our 
inquiry as a motivator for writing, responding to learning and for becoming more resourceful. The children 
will have plenty of opportunities to write about their own personal experiences.  Children will also engage 
in writing across the curriculum in subjects such as maths, PE and health.

Maths: For the first two weeks the classes will focus on problem-solving, maths, basic facts, setting out 
work, plenty of maintenance maths and we will be getting insights into your children as mathematicians 
and crucially their understanding of numbers.  After camp, we will extend the children’s addition and 
subtraction knowledge and later in the term, we will look at geometry and measurement.

Art: This term children  will be creating their own tapa.  Here the children will use symbolism as a creative 
way to show their family history. Students will identify and discuss heirlooms and pastimes that have 
meaning to their family. Students will have plenty of opportunities to draw, sketch and paint in relation to 
our social science unit.

Sport and physical education: With the summer months we will be exercising frequently. We will play 
cooperative and small ball games and for the last month of term, we will prepare for cross country. Of 
course, there will be regular fitness sessions, circuits and exercises as well. It is hoped an autumn cross 
country will offer good ground conditions. Please encourage your child to wear exercise-friendly footwear 
to school each day.

Te Reo/Taha Māori: This year we will build on our Te Reo Maori programme from last year. Last year our 
students used the online platform Education Perfect to develop their understanding of Te Reo and general 
Tikanga. Here the children were provided with scaffolded lessons to work through at their own pace.
We are also looking to rename our spaces here in Whānui and therefore will be learning the Maori names 
of our local flora and fauna to include as potential names for our spaces. Later in the year, the children will 
be doing kapa haka with Jeremy.  We are encouraging children to be part of our senior kapa haka with 
Henare on Friday mornings at 8.30. As part of our Health programme, we will unpack and model some of 
the concepts associated with the holistic approach of Hauora. This is in line with the values of the school.

Home Learning: Given that camp is in week three, we will initiate home learning in week 4.  It is hoped 
your child will read most nights; regular home reading is a key factor in success at school.  The children will 
be required to fill in a reading log at school, and discuss all their reading regularly. Your child will master all 
the times tables during the year and practise their maths skills at home with an online
programme-Mathletics. We will monitor this from school.



We look forward to meeting you all online at the parent-teacher conversations on Wednesday and
Thursday. The purpose of these conversations is for you to provide information about your child to help us
personalise their learning. If you ever want to discuss your child’s learning with us, please contact us and
we will arrange a meeting.

Ka kite ano.

Jen Wilkinson, Rebekah Rasmussen and Emma Murdoch

Makahika Outdoor Pursuits Centre Camp
The camp is an opportunity for the children to try new experiences. Makahika is a specialist
outdoor facility and has stringent risk management protocols and trained instructors. The activities will
include: team challenges, confidence course, tramping, river safety, cooking on a fire, ropes, orienteering
and bushcraft. These activities offer children the opportunity to challenge themselves. No child will be
compelled to do any activity; the policy at the camp is challenge through choice. Often in these situations,
we see the support of the children as ‘teammates’ can get those that are unsure through a challenge.
Please refer to the following link for more information Makahika

Departure and Return
We will depart Wednesday, February   16th by bus.  We will assemble at 8.30am in the hall and leave by
9.30am. We will return on Friday, February 18th around 5pm.  Please collect your child from outside the
bus or in the hall if it is raining and make sure you inform the teacher so they can check off the roll.

Permission, medical and dietary information
Thank you for  filling in the camp health forms. For those children that will be bringing medication we ask
that it is clearly labelled with instructions. We will take the medication from the children and administer it
as required.

Cost
We are requesting a donation of $352.00 per child to cover the costs associated with camp.   We appreciate
that this is a significant expense.  Please do not feel you need to pay the camp donation in full at once as
you may prefer to pay in installments across the year.  If you have questions please do not hesitate to
contact the office. You can pay via a deposit into our bank account, 12 3223 0190001 00.  (Please add your
child’s name and camp as a reference).  You can also pay at the school office by eftpos.

https://www.makahika.co.nz/


Gear List for Camp Makahika 2020

To be followed by students AND adults, participating in the activities at camp.

What to Wear for the Day (weather dependant)

T – Shirt and/or polyprop top
Shorts/and or polyprop leggings
Long Sleeved top – warm
Sun Hat – sun block
Wet weather raincoat

*Socks must also be worn with sports shoes (this helps to prevent blisters)

Footwear

Covered in type shoes – lace up or slip on running shoes/sports shoes
One spare pair of dry shoes for evenings (crocs and socks perfect)

*NO open sandals / aqua shoes / croc’s for the day tramp but can be worn during meals or down time.

Back-Pack
A small school bag, (back-pack) to carry lunch, drink, wet weather gear, medicines etc.
Ensure there are no broken straps/zips.  Students will need their hands free for walking, climbing.

*Supermarket plastic bags or over one-shoulder bags are NOT acceptable.

Additional Items you must bring:

WARM Sleeping Bag (camp can lend some sleeping bags if required)
Sleeping mat or roll
Pillow (if desired)
Long Pants (track– no jeans)
Shorts x 2
T-shirts x 3
Warm long sleeved woollen or fleecy jersey
Thermal - top or woollen singlet
Light waterproof coat/jacket
Warm hat or beanie Personal Medication named
Insect Repellent Sun Screen
Underclothes (2-3 pair) Plastic rubbish bag (for wet gear)
Nibbles, and drink (i.e. pump bottle) Warm socks x 1 pair
Sports socks x 2 pair
Towel
Togs (There will be no swimming as such however, there may be opportunities to explore the river -
supervised of course)
Toilet bag - soap, toothbrush etc
Camera (There is no cell coverage so we recommend you do not bring cell phones)
Named plate, bowl and cutlery - in a named bag.


