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Te Ara Māia Update, Term Four

22 October 2021

Kia ora parents and whānau

Welcome back after what I hope has been a restful break. We have a very busy term lined up, with a
range of learning activities designed to develop our learners’ independence, creativity, and agency as
learners. It has been a pleasure to note the enthusiasm for the year 8’s, there is a lot to do to round off
their primary school years; there will also be a number of cultural and sporting events to celebrate their
achievements.

As many of you will be aware, Jamie Quayle is about to become a father, and will be taking paternity
leave from week five. Liz Brown will be working with Jamie’s class for the remainder of the year.

Te Reo Māori
We are very pleased to welcome Whaea Kapua to our ara to teach te reo. Whaea will be coming in
every Monday, working with small groups of children to develop their understanding of te reo and te ao
Māori. We had our first lessons with Whaea on Monday, and she was very impressed with their
knowledge, and how receptive and enthusiastic the children were. The children will continue to use the
online programme Education Perfect, a digital toolkit used to help grow the children’s te reo Māori.



English
We were all very disappointed that our Shakespeare plays were interrupted by the lockdown. It is our
intention to revisit Shakespeare next year, so at least some of our learners get the opportunity to
perform in the Gryphon Theatre. Sadly, our Year 8s will miss out on this opportunity, so we have come
up with a project at school as at least a partial consolation. We will be breaking the home learning
teams into smaller groups, allowing the children to select scenes in which they are particularly
interested. Once we have made our selection, the children will experiment with ways they can realise
their scenes on the stage. Later in the term we will share our work with each other, and will look into
ways that we can share our work with the school community, possibly in video form. Each group will
have considerable creative scope, and this will be an opportunity for the children to develop their
resourcefulness, flexibility, and resilience.

Following our Shakespeare project we will move on to speeches, culminating in a speech competition
at the end of week 8. This year we will ask the children to identify a trend, a social movement, or a
technology that they think will have a positive impact on human society in their lifetimes. This will help
the children to logically construct and justify an argument, and to deploy rhetorical devices persuasively.
We have invited Melanie Eade, HOD of the English department at Wellington Girls’ College to act as
our judge for the finals.

Mathematics
In maths, we will be focusing on geometry and measurement. We will explore shape, transformations,
scale and measurement, as well as practising fundamental skills with compass and protractor. Later in
the term we will apply what we have learnt through model making, focussing on the concept of ‘paper
architecture’ to explore the aesthetic applications of geometry. Through the use of creative, practical
activities we will be able to extend and refine learners’ understandings of the concepts at hand, whilst
also working collaboratively to imagine, problem-solve, and create.

Health and Wellbeing
We have a focus on health this term, and Anna Gracie from the Family Planning Association  will be
coming in on Monday 1 November at 6pm to run a parent information evening, to which you are all
warmly invited. A large part of our learning in class will be focused on maintaining positive relationships,
wellbeing, media literacy, and identity and diversity. By addressing these issues, we hope to prepare
the children for the challenges of adolescence, and help them to navigate these future years safely.

Physical Education
We have already had our school athletics this week, a very enjoyable event. For the rest of the term, we
will be practising small ball skills: throwing, catching, fielding, and striking.  There will be regular fitness
and syndicate sport sessions. We will also be exploring movement as part of our Shakespeare unit.

Home Learning
Whilst we don’t have a formal homework programme, it is important that children are aware to take
some time outside school to consolidate their learning. At a minimum, children should be reading
independently for 30 minutes a day, preferably longer. All learners in Māia are able to log in to
Mathsbuddy, which they should try to do on a regular basis. At times during the term, we have learning



activities which require children to do some additional work at home, such as additional research as
part of our health inquiries or speech writing.

Careers Education
As part of our Careers Education programme, we would like to invite parents to come to school and
speak to the children about their careers. This would involve telling the children about how you came to
your career choice, the educational pathways you had to follow, and the sacrifices that were necessary
to achieve your goals. A particular point we would like to convey is the idea that unexpected
opportunities often lead to unanticipated careers. This is a semi-regular event, usually on a Friday
morning, though we will, of course, strive to work with your schedule.  If you happen to be available to
talk to us please contact Alistair Button to make time.

2022 Camp
We are currently planning our camp for next year. The ownership of our intended venue in Whanganui
has changed, and is now no longer available. As a result, next year we intend to have our camp at
Riversdale in the Wairarapa and we are close to confirming the final details.  We will advise you asap of
plans and we will be having a parent meeting at a date yet to be confirmed, once we have firmed up our
plans.

Important Dates
Given the situation with the pandemic, a number of our plans are provisional and subject to change. .
Our Leavers’ dinner on Monday 13 December at the Millenium Hotel on Oriental Bay and at this point
we intend to proceed with this important event as planned.
Tuesday 26 October: Teacher Only Day
Friday 12 November: Western Zone athletics/ 19 November postponement day
15-19 November: Book Week
Wednesday 17 November: Y8 Gardasil vaccination
Tuesday 23 November: Western Zone Hockey
Monday 6 December: Rogaine at Botanic Gardens
Monday 13 December: Leavers’ Dinner from 6pm
Thursday 16 December: Last day of school

Getting in touch
As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be contacted by our email address
alistairb, jamieq, libyam, elizabethb (@kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your child’s
learning at any stage of the term, your child’s teacher will be happy to talk with you - however, please
be aware that Monday, Tuesday after school, and Thursdays before school, are usually staff meeting
times.
We all look forward to another great term, the final term for 2021. Our thanks for your support, as
always.

Nga mihi,
Alistair Button, Libya Munn, Jamie Quayle, Liz Brown
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