
Kelburn Normal School Newsletter
Ngā Tātarakihi o Ahumairangi Pānui
The Bird’s Eye View Issue 5 Week 5, term 1 2024 ~
Rāhina 26 Hui-tanguru ~ Monday 26 February
Where students learn creatively and strive for excellence in preparing for lifelong learning
Kia auaha te ako a ngā ākonga me te whai i te iti kahurangi mō te akoranga tūroa

This week:
Tuesday 27 February - Tupu Island Bay Marine Centre Visit, Year 4 Visiting Discovery Garden, Māia Parent Helper for Camp
Evening 5 pm to 6 pm
Friday 1 March - Whanake Swimming

Kia ora koutou,

SAVE THE DATE: KELBURN NORMAL SCHOOL PICNIC – Friday 22nd March 4.30-7pm

Staffing - This week we say farewell to Liz Brown, who has been a part-time teacher here for the last 6
years. Liz has run our English Language Learners programme for the previous 3 or so years, working
closely with teachers, families, and ākonga to improve the English language for many of our students. We
wish Liz all the best for her next steps, and we thank you for all you have done for the students of Kelburn.
Rachel Smith starts this role on Monday.

Whanake school hui - thank you for joining us for school hui last Friday. The tamaraki of Whanake did an
excellent job, confidently sharing their mahi with us all. The next school hui is Friday, week 7 and is run by
Whānui.

Tupu adventures - tomorrow, the Tupu Ara head to the Island Bay Marine Centre.
Whanake adventures - as part of Local Food Week tomorrow, some of our Y4 students are taking up an
invitation to harvest and plant vegetables at the community garden at the Botanical Gardens.
Māia - will be briefing their camp parent helpers tomorrow at 5pm on the Waimanaki Camp at Riversdale
which takes place next week.

Interesting Facts - Attendance - This is an area of national concern with regular student attendance at
schools dropping across the country as we continue to respond to the impact of the Covid pandemic.
Regular attendance is recognised as at least 90% attendance (average attendance 9 out of every 10 days).
Student attendance at school is crucial to take advantage of the sequential flow of the organisation of
learning. MOE analysis shows that every day has a cumulative impact on a child’s learning -
‘Every Day Matters’
In term 4 of last year at Kelburn, our average attendance each day was 93% each day (e.g. on average 7%
- between 10-20 students were not at school each day). For Kelburn, though, as per student, in term 3,
55% of our students were present for the 90% metric, while in term 4, this shifted to 75.7%, which was a
significant improvement. The T3 and T4 data show the impact of winter colds and bugs. For term 4 - 80% of
absenteeism was recorded as sick or as justified (appointments, etc) while 20% of absenteeism was
parent-assisted truancy (holidays during term time).



Parking in Kowhai Road and Boundary Road - we have had several complaints from our neighbours
about cars parking across their driveways. Please do not park on the yellow lines at the bottom of Kowhai
Road, leading to private garages and in front of the garages on Boundary Road.

Road Patrol - please support our road patrol volunteers, who are playing an important role in the safety of
our tamariki. Some parents have been crossing when the arm has been pulled in, but before the road,
patrollers have given the all-clear. Please role model the right thing to do to our tamariki.

Trapping in the gully - Under the leadership of one of our parents, Tania, we have reestablished trapping
in the gully. We have done a lot of work in the gully over the last two years, removing invasive weeds and
replanting - we want to restore it to a native sanctuary for our flora and fauna.
Why is trapping important - For 85 million years, Aotearoa was geologically isolated making our native
species incredibly unique but equally as vulnerable. Since predators such as rats, stoats and possums
were introduced to Aotearoa, some of our native species have been pushed to the brink of extinction. An
estimated 68,000 native birds are killed by introduced predators every night across the motu. By eliminating
these predators from our whenua (land), we give our manu (birds), invertebrates (such as wētā), and
lizards (including skinks and geckos) a fighting chance to survive.
What's happening in our Gully - To help encourage native species, a small number of traps have been
set up in the lower part of the gully. The traps have been set up in tunnels to keep passing children, manu
and cats safe. The traps are only safe and humane if they have been set correctly. If you see a trap, please
do not touch it. Please reinforce this message with your tamariki at home. If you'd like to learn more,
please get in touch with the eco club, and we can have a closer look together. Link to more info:
https://www.pfw.org.nz/our-project/

Staff-only days - we have four staff-only days this year, including two MOE days to process the Curriculum
Refresh. For this term, our staff-only day is Thursday, 28th March, which is the day before Good Friday.
For this day, the 10 schools in our local Kahui Ako will be working together as we continue to grow the
alignment between the main primary schools that feed into Wellington College and Wellington Girls College.

Ngā manaakitanga
Andrew

What's the latest update from
the Tupu team?
As part of our Discovery Time, we created tigers in Tupu
Tahi. The expression on the faces makes each tiger a real
individual. We made sure that we carefully followed the
instructions on adding each part and painting the whole
paper. What masterpieces we have created.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.pfw.org.nz_our-2Dproject_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=tyU6AceVGjzaRktwNBs9ifSyPScG1CzssBIjD7ZQtWs&m=2KSxqX4SWqS6gVsYsjnA7EZxmzbsiXaAUeKj5RdaoW4L7N4_5IhDR66i8BBbB6gq&s=E6_gHGlteu3MiZ2S9wGW1jNi4RICsVedvLXofknDbuU&e=


Tupu Toru has been diving into our ‘Superhero Me’ topic by exploring what
we might look like if we were superheroes. We discussed colours, shapes
and expressions and put our cutting and pasting skills to use as we created
our superhero versions of ourselves.

Tupu Rua loved reading our
BSLA book ‘One Day on Our
Blue Planet: In the Rainforest.’

We were inspired by the main characters of the mother and
baby spider monkey. We followed step-by-step instructions to
create our own adorable spider monkeys.

What will we be up to next in the
Tupu team…stay tuned to find out.

Looking Ahead - Event Dates - Term 1, 2024
You can see the times and add these events to your calendar by using the KNS App

Week Date Event

Week 5 Tuesday 27 February Tupu Island Bay Marine Centre Visit from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm
Year 4 - Visiting Discovery Gardens
Māia Camp Helper hui 5 pm to 6 pm

Thursday 29 February No Year 7 Tech

Friday 1 March Whanake Swimming - Tahi (Bishop) 12pm-1.30 pm, Toru (Harper) 12.30pm-2pm, Rua
(Blair) 1pm-2.30 pm

Week 6 Tuesday 5 March Waimanaki Camp Maia - Tue 5th - Fri 8th March
Y5/6 WZ Cricket Karori Park

Friday 8 March Whanake Swimming - Tahi (Bishop) 12pm-1.30 pm, Toru (Harper) 12.30pm-2pm, Rua
(Blair) 1pm-2.30 pm

Week 7 Monday 11 March Whānui Te Wharewaka Walking Tour 9am - 2pm

Tuesday 12 March Whanake Te Wharewaka Walking Tour 9 am - 2 pm

Friday 15 March School Hui - Hosted by Whanui 10:15am - 11am
Whanake Swimming - Tahi (Bishop) 12pm-1.30 pm, Toru (Harper) 12.30pm-2pm, Rua
(Blair) 1pm-2.30 pm

Sunday 17 March Weet-Bix TRYathlon

Week 8 Friday 22 March School Hui hosted by Tupu 10:15am - 11am
Whanake Swimming - Tahi (Bishop) 12pm-1.30 pm, Toru (Harper) 12.30pm-2pm, Rua
(Blair) 1pm-2.30 pm
PTA School Picnic 5pm - 7:30pm



Week 9 Monday 25 March Board Meeting @ 6.30 pm

Thursday 28 March Kahui Ako Staff Only Day

Friday 29 March Good Friday School Closed

Week 10 Monday 1 April Easter Monday School Closed

Tuesday 2 April Easter Tuesday School closed

Wednesday 3 April 3-Way Learning Conversations/Goal Setting 3.15 pm to 6.15 pm

Thursday 4 April 3-Way Learning Conversations/Goal Setting 3.15 pm to 6.15 pm

Friday 4 April Whanake Swimming - Rua (Blair) 12pm-1.30 pm, Toru (Harper) 12.30pm-2pm, Tahi
(Bishop) 1pm-2.30 pm

Week 11 Tuesday 9 April School Cross Country 9am - 2pm

Thursday 11 April Music Assembly 9:45am - 11am

Friday 12 April End of Term

School Notices

Parking Boundary Rd ~ Please do not park in front of the garages on Boundary Road. We have received complaints
from neighbours who regularly have their vehicles blocked in by parents who have parked in front of their garage.

Some reminders for school and the summer months :-
● Please ensure your child has their sunhat at school every day and that it is clearly named.
● Please name all clothing, lunchboxes, drink bottles and tupperware so we can find the owner if left

outside.
● As the weather is warmer, please consider walking to school as often as possible. We know a large

percentage of the school population live within 1km of the school therefore, a good brisk walk to and
from school is a great way to look after the physical well-being of whānau as well as look after the
environment.

● If your child is going to be away then please notify the school via the App, ring 04 4759351 or email
admin@kelburnnormal.school.nz

● For those using the drop-off zone on Kowhai Rd please ensure you adhere to the time restrictions.

Enrolling for Bee Healthy - If your child missed out you are able to make an appointment directly with Bee Healthy.
There’s two easy ways to enrol your child with Bee Healthy Regional Dental Service:

1. Complete an online enrolment form, or
2. Visit your nearest Bee Healthy Dental Clinic and complete an enrolment form.

Babies born in the Wellington Region are enrolled at birth with Bee Healthy.
If you have questions about enrolment, eligibility, or unsure if your child is enrolled with Bee Healthy, please call
0800 TALK TEETH (825 583).
If you have changed address or phone number/s and need to update your details click here

KNS Parent Chat WhatsApp Group
The PTA has a WhatsApp group to enable all the KNS community to communicate with each other about all things KNS.
If you want to join this group, please email us on pta@kelburnnormal.school.nz with the following information:

● Your name

mailto:admin@kelburnnormal.school.nz
https://www.beehealthy.org.nz/content/fb1d023d-12fe-49f5-b707-c820e2982d1b.html
https://www.beehealthy.org.nz/content/e2990fc3-4d2b-43cc-b8ef-67c4eceed27f.html
https://www.beehealthy.org.nz/dental-care-for-children/update-your-details/


● Your phone number
● Your child’s name and class

School App - Contact Details - Please check your contact details on the school app to ensure we have the
correct details. If changes are needed please email these to admin@kelburnormal.school.nz
Teacher Messages - a sort option has been added to the teacher messages section on the school app so
parents can easily search for the latest message in date order.
Downloading the app - for those needing assistance with downloading the app please check the app login
video on our website for parents
EzLunch Menu - Subway Wednesday / Pizza Thursday / Sushi Friday Click here for the Menu

mailto:admin@kelburnormal.school.nz
https://www.kelburnnormal.school.nz/schoolinformation
https://www.kelburnnormal.school.nz/schoolinformation
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/pdf/school/kelburn_normal_school/Menu.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__sender2.zohoinsights-2Dcrm.com_ck1_2d6f.327230a_402fbf60-2Dbfde-2D11ee-2Db1a2-2D525400fa05f6_1b705d95004a3f516b13dd74595502ce35edcb26_2-3Fe-3Do572ItoKiHEZtvO4XuqiIPT9eEJz5Of7cfHDiPiTUBOoANl0uDgOLr7umGbuClpKFkD584XvxbmZtocPaCqO2g-253D-253D&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=iuN8D-1gqFDtPi9ugyi0_iZ5w8IoGDnLoulJGftB34qADwkMy43XU7RicCON1jXl&s=kW-A8qo2-FuqVNAt6D2ZkZl19_FPJIYpcpIOIhQZVNA&e=
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/pdf/school/kelburn_normal_school/Menu.pdf


PTA News

Welcome to 2024 Scholastic Book Club

There will be 8 issues during this school year and we will be distributing leaflets for
Issue 2 in March, then
Issue 4 in June,
Issue 6 in September, and
Issue 8 in November 

To order and pay online:
https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx

or download the LOOP app from the AppStore or Google play

Books will be delivered to school and given to your child

or if you mark them as GIFT books will be kept at the school office for you to pick up. We will email you
when they are ready https://scholastic.co.nz/media/3484/loop-gifting-parent.jpg

If you would like to order from issues 1, 3, 5 or 7 - you can still do so using the online catalogue and
LOOP or the App. Books will be delivered to school free of charge and given to your child in the same
way - we are just not distributing leaflets for these issues. 

Here is the link to the online catalogue for issue 1 of 2024:
https://scholastic.co.nz/media/7198/nzbc124-final-web.pdf

The closing date is the 20th of February

Leaflets for issue 2 will be distributed in early March. 

If you have any questions please e-mail bookclub@kelburnnormal.school.nz 
or message Andrea Bergstrom or Tania MacKay

School Term Dates 2024

Term Start Date End Date Public Holidays/Teacher Only Days

Term 1 Wednesday 31 January Friday 12 April Tuesday 6 February - Waitangi Day
Thursday 28 March - Kāhui Ako Teacher Only Day
Friday 29 March - Easter Friday
Monday 1 April - Easter Monday
Tuesday 2 April - Easter Tuesday

Term 2 Monday 29 April Friday 5 July Friday 31 May - Teacher Only Day
Monday 3 June - King's Birthday
Friday 28 June - Matariki

https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx
https://scholastic.co.nz/media/3484/loop-gifting-parent.jpg
https://scholastic.co.nz/media/7198/nzbc124-final-web.pdf
mailto:bookclub@kelburnnormal.school.nz


Term 3 Monday 22 July Friday 27 September Friday 30 August - Teacher Only Day

Term 4 Monday 14 October Wednesday 18 December Monday 28 October - Labour Day
Tuesday 29 October - Teacher Only Day

Kelly Club - Changes to Childcare Assistance - check if you qualify!
More families will now qualify for Childcare Assistance and the rate will increase for those already qualified, which
means you may be eligible for assistance to send your child to Kelly Club. Please follow this link to find out more:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EgHRGbeAEvTHYiIaBHp7uauZzw_mwIJA/view

Kelly Club - Check us out on Facebook - Click Here
For enrolments and enquiries, contact the Supervisor on 021
744636 or kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz
Kelly Club Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and
13 the opportunity to do things they enjoy in a safe, supportive, and
encouraging environment.
Kelburn to Enrol go to www.kellyclub.co.nz

KELLY SPORTS TERM 1 – BACK TO SCHOOL SPORTS!!
Kelly Sports is back for Term 1 with our fun and exciting classes!.
Kelly Sports encourages children to have fun, build confidence and
to give sport a go.
We believe that sport and physical activity has so much to offer
young people; it improves fitness, develops communication skills,
team work and gives them a place to channel their energy.
Back to School Sports (Years 0-4) – Wednesday’s 3.05pm-4.05pm –
The sports we will focus on this term are: Athletics, Ultimate Frisbee,
Turbo Touch and Dodgeball.
It’s a great way to try new sports, learn new skills and improve
ability. We use games & drills to teach game sense and team play.
Your child will learn the basic fundamental skills for all sports –
throwing, running, jumping, striking, balance and many more – all while having a great time! Sessions start on Weds
14 Feb 2024 and runs for 8 weeks.

For full details and to enrol into our programmes visit www.kellysports.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1EgHRGbeAEvTHYiIaBHp7uauZzw-5FmwIJA_view-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=5OsYFYQYTbTheQ2S2cH3zaGQSmbY1Y-wJqWyaqRQRJ0UlYdHO9VF-0-Ji33Zpi3E&s=tPPluEl0eH8anywRwC-djqygv4gPnPqTgSaOFfBRy2Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1EgHRGbeAEvTHYiIaBHp7uauZzw-5FmwIJA_view-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=5OsYFYQYTbTheQ2S2cH3zaGQSmbY1Y-wJqWyaqRQRJ0UlYdHO9VF-0-Ji33Zpi3E&s=tPPluEl0eH8anywRwC-djqygv4gPnPqTgSaOFfBRy2Y&e=
https://www.facebook.com/KellyClubKNS
mailto:kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kellyclub.co.nz_&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=FPvWJtEzVl4jSwZNwg5YbVs9lVdn9J4Kc32Iz0IRIDaVAoZlLqIdU_5wDvDl6vcg&s=c3yVgVZYVgBg0VZa-TJVKgShC9lFaociU6GoHgraPJU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kellysports.co.nz&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=_SYz3_l0t-YXONXa8YFfYDyBvj0uDYN5l8stfZVul9dMbrRexEozrrzX8cONO43n&s=2WXJMmhsnlQMR2MJwN97lTAu8EMAhjUFsQnFj8XS4V8&e=


Community Notices

Karori West Normal Schools annual fair is on Saturday 16th March 2024 from 11am - 2pm. PLEASE NOTE: this year
there will be NO white elephant or clothes. But there will be kids books, toys, crafts and lots of delicious food and loads
of fun activities and sideshows. So come along, grab a deal, have a turn on the inflatable axe throwing, inflatable slide
or angry birds game. Sit and enjoy a treat from our cafe and cakes stall then lunch from our international foodcourt.
Should be a fun day, hope to see you there. Don't forget your keep cup and shopping bag.

Crofton Downs Literacy Centre
Read Right, Write Well: After school tuition with an expert Is your child having problems reading? Is writing a struggle
for your child? Enrol your child for after school literacy tuition, taught in Wellington’s northern suburbs by a highly
qualified and experienced specialist. With a PhD in English, and over thirty years working in education, Viv has taught
every level from five-year-olds, to secondary school students, to teacher trainees, to post graduate university students.
Sessions are one-to-one, and include a range of approaches that address skills, and the child’s needs and interests,
and remedial or extension reading, draft writing, spelling, handwriting, or children’s literature. Tuition is $30 per half
hour, or $50 per hour. The initial consultation is free.
To make an appointment, or learn more, phone 021 073 9234 or 04 4791740, or email van.rij.vivien@gmail.com

Drama Club - We run fun weekly drama classes to help your child express themselves creatively as well as learning
some valuable performance skills along the way. Our drama classes work alongside the Trinity College London syllabus.
Classes are based in Karori, we have small classes that are grouped by age. Email Bridie - admin@dramaclub.co.nz for
more information or to trial a couple of classes. Alternatively, check out our website - www.dramaclub.co.nz for more
information.

Aikido for juniors. Aikido is a martial art with a difference, its focus being on defence rather than attack: a non-violent,
defensive art. Aikido is renowned for its benefits for self-control, co-ordination and posture, and like all martial arts
promotes confidence and provides fun, fitness and friendship. We are a not-for-profit organisation teaching the art of
aikido, based in Kaiwharawhara, in our 30th year. Classes for ‘Aiki Kids’ (around 6+ to 12 years) 5:30pm every Monday
in school terms, and our ‘Aiki Teens’ train every Monday and Wednesday 6:30pm. First 3 lessons free, then $80 per
term, with 10% discount for families. City Dojo, 132 Hutt Rd, Kaiwharawhara, Wellington, directly above Animates pet
shop. Turn up and give Aikido a try - and parents, you can join in too :-). Contact Conrad at conrad@aikido.org.nz or
021 843 467, or visit www.aikido.org.nz.

PLAY FOOTBALL
FOR

WATERSIDE KARORI AFC

Register Now!
Karorifootball.co.nz

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.dramaclub.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QzP20yiD_sU2Odtvxvg_dHpeEcSa90kXxNcbxdfnJNg&m=dMBrwQhWMjlLz-VZfbqf6ZFAdH1eVX2g3csdY2dabO2oHHv-q-965ttcla745r1q&s=zgvwge9osKD1-kq5Q6AIhDByBPw-Z-MA1fxt-xZtjtc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.aikido.org.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QzP20yiD_sU2Odtvxvg_dHpeEcSa90kXxNcbxdfnJNg&m=jsGEVXVC560yxE_XYxX56u4HFyAk0J7e6fpaX00ip8ciUa91W4nNz0Of6bf9p2P4&s=n-3mD4mX-9doGAvECDY4hWvtGrUlI6jf-W_UtM6Mf3Q&e=





