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Kia ora Parents and Whānau, 

It is a real pleasure to note the energy and 

enthusiasm with which our learners have returned 

from their summer break. Camp will provide our 

focus for learning this term, both in the general 

area of wellbeing and values, and also in the 

learning areas of social sciences, maths, and 

science. We are looking forward to camp as a great 

way to start to build the relationships and learning 

cultures in which the children will thrive.  

 

Extra Curricular Activities 

We had our first Lyrica and orchestra practices this 

week, and the formation of the rock bands is well 

underway. Please encourage your child to take 

advantage of the rich and varied extra-curricular 

activities offered at Kelburn Normal.  

Our morning activities are as follows: 

Monday: Drama Club 

Tuesday: Orchestra 

Thursday: Lyrica 

Friday: Kapa Haka. 

Please note that these activities take place from 8:30 -9:30, so please ensure that your child is at school 

and ready to go by 8:30. 

 

Blended Learning 

We will be continuing to work with Rob from Cyclone to develop our digital curriculum. Rob is helping us 

to design activities that develop our learners’ computational thinking skills, and to introduce basic 

coding.   During lockdown we used Google Classroom extensively, and we will continue to do so this 

  



year. Being fluent in the use of this suite of apps really adds a new dimension to learning, giving children 

agency and setting them up for College. And whilst we don’t have a formal home learning programme, 

we will ask your child to attend to continue some tasks in their own time, depending on the learning at 

hand.  Many children benefit from the quiet and extended spaces of the online environment. Any such 

home learning will be shared through Google Classroom. 

 

Mathematics 

Throughout the term we will continue to develop our understanding of number, practising basic facts 

and developing knowledge and  number strategies in particular. As part of our camp-based learning,  we 

will look at budgeting, menu planning , mapping, and planning a  journey by road.. Later in the term we 

will emphasise problem solving as we prepare ourselves for the annual Otago Problem Solving 

Challenge, developing our ability to approach word problems in methodical, creative ways.  Number 

works will again be available to support maths fluency at home. This will be monitored from school. 

 

English 

In English we will be looking at a range of travel narratives, both fictional, non-fictional, and somewhere 

in between. This will give us an opportunity to practise our close reading skills, and will provide us with 

models for our own writing. We will look at language features and effects, as well as practising 

recounting events,  and describing character and place in detail. Some children will be doing English with 

Mr Bisley: this extra class has the benefit of allowing more personalised learning for all classes. While 

this class follows the same programme as the other classes in the ara, the specific design and delivery 

suits more divergent thinkers. 

 

Throughout the year we will investigate words, their meanings, origins, and spelling patterns. This 

activity  is designed to develop your child’s knowledge of orthographic patterns, as well as an 

opportunity to learn about  historical and other factors that have influenced the development of English. 

We expect learners to read for at least 30 minutes a day, and have a book logging activity designed to 

help them maintain their reading momentum. Home reading is effective in building up children’s 

vocabulary and other language features. 

 

Science 

Camp will set up two areas for science learning this term. We will be looking at the ways in which native 

flora have adapted to the environment on the central plateau, and thinking about how evolutionary 

pressure has affected other organisms. This activity affords us the opportunity to practise our 

observation and classification skills. During camp we will also be looking at the Tongariro Power Scheme, 

and will be investigating this further on our return, learning about how electricity is generated, and 

about the engineering challenges encountered by the originators of the scheme. 

 

Te Reo and Taha Māori 

We will continue on from last year with ;language learning, this time with the help of a new app. We are 

hoping that a Te Reo Māori speaker will be engaged soon as well. As part of our investigations into the 

conflicts of the 19th century, we will spend significant time examining events from the perspectives of 

  



Māori, and learning about the cultural concepts and trends which shaped the conflict. All the children in 

the ara are encouraged to join kapa haka, and will be doing kapa haka as a syndicate with Jeremy 

sometime this year. We will also be building up children’s language with a whakatauki of the week, and 

by incorporating short texts in Te Reo Māori in our literacy programmes 

 

Physical Education 

Fitness and flexibility will be a regular part of our weekly programme. As this is a summer term, we will 

be practising small ball skills, with a particular focus on cricket. On Tuesday 13 April, we have the school 

cross country at Karori Park. Throughout the term we will be going on practice runs from 9-9:30, 

weather permitting.  

 

Other curriculum areas 

Technology will be at Newlands Intermediate every Friday. Year 7s will go in the morning, so they will be 

off-site from 10:30 until approximately 12:45 and Year 8s from 12:45 until 3pm; please bear this in mind 

when making medical or other appointments. The programme at Newlands is complementary to ours, 

and provides the children with more options when starting College. Ms Cossey will be accompanying the 

children to Newlands, whilst back at school Mr Button and Mr Quayle will be running rotations based on 

our social science and science units. Digital Citizenship is also an ongoing area of study. 

 

Careers Education 

Discussions about careers are an ongoing part of learning across the curriculum. As part of our Careers 

Education programme, we would like to invite parents to come to school and speak to the children 

about their careers. This would involve telling the children about how you came to your career choice, 

the educational pathways you had to follow, and the sacrifices that were necessary to achieve your 

goals. A particular point we would like to convey is the idea that unexpected opportunities often lead to 

unanticipated careers. This will be a semi-regular event, usually on a Friday morning, though we will, of 

course, strive to work with your schedule.  If you happen to be available to talk to us please contact 

Alistair Button to make a time.  

 

Important Dates 

15-19 February Camp 

Tuesday 23 February Western Zone Cricket (postponement day 25 February) 

Friday 26 March PTA picnic 

Thursday 1 April Teacher-only day 

2-6 April Easter Break 

Tuesday 13 April Cross Country at Karori Park 

Friday 16 April End of term 

 

Please contact us if you have any concerns about your child’s well being or progress; we are available to 

talk things through too. 

 

Nga mihi mahana, 

  



Alistair Button 

alistairb@kelburnnormal.school.nz 

Charles Bisley  

charlesb@kelburnnormal.school.nz 

Libya Munn 

libyam@kelburnnormal.school.nz 

Jamie Quayle 

jamieq@kelburnnormal.school.nz  
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