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Kia ora Parents and Whānau,

We hope everyone is safe and well. The Whānui teachers have been working to prepare for
next week’s online learning programme. Although at this point we may not be at home for the
week it is looking increasingly likely. Therefore we will be sending out the learning for the entire
week. This way everyone can work through it at their own pace.

We realise this is a very long and detailed email. Please read through it carefully so you can
understand how things will work next week (and thereafter possibly) . We do want to limit the
amount of emails so you don’t feel too bombarded. However it is important you are fully
informed as to how the programme will run.

Last year we received lots of feedback about online learning programmes which we have
revisited and taken into consideration. For our year 6 Whānui students the programme will run
much the same as last year’s lockdown, with a few changes.

This year our home learning groups will stay together for literacy. Mr Bisley will support the
Whānui teachers with the programme but will not set his AddE students work. Therefore all of
Whānui will follow the same literacy programme as well as the other subjects such as maths,
science and art. There will be just the one Google Meet from 9am - 10am. Each home learning
teacher will manage these meetings according to the needs of the group. Some meetings may
require the full hour and some may not.  We may also decide to meet with our children at 9am,
check in with everyone, go over the day’s learning and then break off into smaller groups. Your
child’s home learning teacher will decide on what is best for their students. It is important for
your child to be part of these Meets. This is a chance to connect with the group but also go over
the day’s learning. This enables Teachers to be able to respond to emails and requests from the
children or family throughout the day. So please feel free to email your child’s home learning
teacher with any questions or get your child to. This is a great opportunity for our children to
develop their independence and initiative so it would be good to see the children email their
teachers also with their questions.

For our year 5 children online learning will be quite different to last year. The main difference is
the online platform. We do not use Seesaw, instead we use Google Classroom. All learning will
be posted onto this platform. You can choose however if you want your child to do their work on
paper or on the computer. Obviously if it is on paper the teachers will not be able to see it
(unless you photograph or scan it and put it on Google classroom). Please just do what works
for you and your whānau. Below is some guidance as to how to access learning on Google
Classroom and how to sign in to the morning Meets.



Google classroom  / Google Meets

● The first thing you need to get your child to do is to log in to their Kelburn Normal
account. Once they have logged in they will need to go to their emails and accept the
invitation from Mrs Rasmessen to the new Google Classroom that has been set up.

● If your child is in year 6, remind them that this is a new Google Classroom with the whole
syndicate on it. Make sure your child is in the Whānui 2021 Lockdown Google
Classroom.

● The learning for maths, writing and reading will be set on separate slides - the week's
learning will be on the one slide with links to writing models and websites.

● We will talk to the year 5 students about how to create a Google Doc to record all their
work at Monday’s Google Meet.

● Once your child has accepted the invite they can access their Google classroom using
the nine - pin, as pictured below

.
● This nine pin can be found in the top right corner of the computer screen.
● To access the Google Meet each morning go into the nine-pin and find the calendar.
● Click into the day of the Meet - from there you will be able to see how to join the meeting.

You may want to sit next to your child in the first Google Meet and help them find the
mute button. After that we encourage the parents to let their children engage with the
meetings on their own.

Maths:
Whānui have only just begun work on fractions, ratios and proportions. This topic can be quite
tricky for many students. Even if your child is working at higher levels across other topics in
maths, the concepts covered in this unit can be harder for your child to grasp. We have divided
the maths into three levels.
If your child is in year 5 then they are most likely working within level 2 and level 3.
If your child is in year 6 they will mainly be working in level 3 / 4. Some students may be working
within level 5.
At school the children get to talk to each other and help each other in maths which obviously
they won’t be able to do. Therefore it is likely that parental input will be required, for the fractions
work, especially as this is also a new topic.

Your child can dip into any of the levels. They do not have to stick to the one level - especially
for problem solving or the maths warm - up.

Friday is a time to finish off any math that wasn’t completed during the week. We will not set
anything extra on Fridays but they can do the on-line math warm-ups if they want. On Friday’s
we will also send out the answers to the week's learning. Children will be asked to mark their
own maths.  This is an important part of their learning and something we do in class too. This
gives them the opportunity to first gauge how well they are doing and go back and identify
where they went wrong. This is a chance for you also to see what your child knows or requires
more time and help with.



Children are allowed to ask us for our help too. A good time to do this is in the Google Meets
each day. Towards the end of the meetings children can stay online and we can go over
anything they may need help with. Or alternatively they can email us.

Each day children will have a math warm-up, an activity and a problem solving question. Again
just do what you can. It is more important at this point for the children to be happy and relaxed
throughout this period.

Reading / Listening  / Responding:
These sessions everyday should take no more than 40 minutes. Everyday your child will listen
to part of a story. There will be a comprehension and vocabulary focus for them to do. We
suggest the children find out the definitions of the words they don’t know before they listen to
the story so they know what it means before they come across it. The activities are ordered so it
is best if they do them in the order outlined. You may like to listen to the story with your child so
you can discuss it after.

Writing:
This is probably the subject that requires the least of your input. You can help your child get
going and then they should be able to continue with little support. The children can either write
on the computer or on paper. Although as mentioned if their writing is on paper it will be harder
for us to give feedback. At school we usually write for about 30 minutes. Children are
encouraged to spend time at the end to edit both for spelling and punctuation. For year 6
students the expectation is to write at least a page and year 5 a bit less. Although we do
encourage quality over quantity! The children can share some of their writing over our Google
Meets during the week.

Science and Art:
Little projects and readings will be set on Google Classroom for these subjects. Again please
don’t feel you have to do it all. We know most parents are still trying to juggle work at home
themselves and many have more than one child at home!

Please know that you can email your child’s home learning teacher for any questions. We will
endeavour to be prompt in our response. Sometimes it may be easier for us to call you. If you
feel a phone call may be better then let us know.

robk@kelburnnormal.school.nz
jenniferw@kelburnnormal.school.nz
rebekahr@kelburnnormal.school.nz

Regards
Jen, Rob, Beks
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