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Kia ora Parents and Whānau,

It is great to see the excitement and positivity with which the children have returned from
their break. The teachers have been particularly impressed by our learners’ resilience,
especially in light of the ongoing disruption caused by Covid.
We continue to encourage mask wearing, and it has been pleasing to note the maturity with
which the children have coped with this irritating - but necessary - measure.

Maths
In mathematics, we have Number as the ongoing topic that we weave into the strands over
the year. We will also be practising our problem-solving skills as we continue our
participation in the Otago Problem Solving Challenge. Our other focus this term is algebra:
forming and solving simple linear equations; generalising properties of multiplication and
division with whole numbers; and using graphs, tables, and rules to describe linear
relationships found in number and spatial patterns.
Literacy/Multiple Literacies
Our focus in English this term is poetry. We will be reading and analysing poems, and
thinking about how the poet uses language to create specific effects. Children will be writing
their own poems, using texts presented in class as models. In order to explore not just the
semantic aspects of poetry, but also the aesthetic, we will be dramatisng and performing
poems, creating soundscapes, and creating visual art.
History
You will have seen mention of the new Aotearoa NZ Histories curriculum in the media
recently. We will be rolling that out this term, using the Aotearoa NZ Histories School Kit
resource. Last term the children researched and shared a place of special significance to
them; this term we will be building on this learning by exploring the stories of places of
historical significance for Aotearoa, through a range of primary and secondary sources.
Science
This term in science we will be looking at optics and imaging. We will look at the history of
telescopy and microscopy. We will be experimenting with a range of lenses and prisms to
understand key optical concepts, which will also be an ideal context in which to address
aspects of geometry. The school has purchased a set of digital microscopes, which in the
first instance we will use to examine some of the results of our fresh water investigations
from last term. This particular unit of work will then continue in the field during term four,
when we will go on our postponed camp. We will also use the microscopes to extend our
understanding of optics and imaging in the scientific context, and to explore a range of
objects at the microscopic level, developing our ability to observe and draw conclusions
about the world around us. The images the children gather will also provide us with some
thought provoking materials to use for visual art.
Te Reo Māori
Last term Jason, our caretaker, started working with us to develop our Te Reo Māori. These
lessons are an opportunity to consolidate the learning children have done in the past, but
more importantly, to learn about the ways in which te ao Māori is encoded in Te Reo Māori,
and how we can better understand the unique perspectives of Tangata Whenua through
language. Jason works with each learning team throughout Wednesday.

Wellbeing and health
This term we will be elaborating on some of the themes included in the Navigating the
Journey health unit, which we introduced last year. Given the plethora of often unsavoury or
inappropriate images and ideas with which the modern media assails our young people, it is
important that they are equipped with the media literacy skills necessary to protect
themselves. We will be considering the ways in which advertising and social media shape
our understanding of what it is to be human, and how these are often unrealistic, harmful, or
designed to serve the interests of people who might not prioritise our well being. The
children will produce a variety of materials offering advice to their peers about dealing with
these particular challenges, which will also chime nicely with our multiple literacies
approach.
Online safety is an area where whānau do have to take ownership and the lead in support
of the work we do around giving tools to our Māia children to be safe in the online space.
Netsafe provides an excellent resource here for parents to help give you the guidance to
support your child.
Given the disruptions we have suffered in recent years, and the continued need for
masking, we are cognizant of the need to ensure that school is as stress-free as possible
for our learners. We are making sure that we build a substantial amount of physical activity
into the day. It is also important that there are plenty of moments of levity, which the
teachers are dedicated to providing.
Physical Education
Capital Basketball will be coming in next week to take some skills workshops with the
children. Conveniently, we have also had some brand new basketball hoops installed on the
bottom court, so we will be focusing on basketball and large ball skills this term. In week
three we have swimming sports at Karori Pool on Thursday 19 May.
Technology
This term Mrs Munn will accompany the Year 7s to Newlands during the morning block, and
Mr Button will take the Year 8s out in the afternoon. Please be aware that the bus often
arrives back at school slightly late in the afternoon, though usually by no more than five
minutes.
Rotations
Back at school on a Friday the teachers will be running a variety of rotations: Mr Button will
run a German rotation with the Y8s, with the Y7s, Mrs Munn will look at the history of ideas
about childhood and adolescence and how these have coloured social attitudes towards
young people, and with both year groups Mr Quayle will explore Aotearoa NZ history before
the signing of te Tiriti.

Careers Education
Our learners are going into a world of bewildering complexity, in which many will work in
fields we can only anticipate. So, as part of our Careers Education programme, we do
appreciate parents and whanau coming into the school to speak to the children about their
careers. This would involve telling the children about how you came to your career choice,
the educational pathways you had to follow, and the sacrifices that were necessary to
achieve your goals. These are always really well received by the tamariki who are
particularly interested in how a career evolves. If you happen to be available to talk to us
please contact Alistair Button to make a time. Friday morning before morning tea suits us
best.
Important dates
● Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12 May: 3-way learning conferences
● Thursday 12 May: Ice Cream Day
● Wednesday 18 May: Julia Davidson of WGC to meet Y8 girls, 3:15 in Māia nui.
● Thursday 19 May: School Swimming Sports at Karori Pool.
● Tuesday 31 May: Western Zone Cross-Country (PP Thursday 2 June).
● Friday 3 June: Teacher Only Day
● Tuesday 21 June: Western Zone Swimming
● Wednesday 29 June: Music Assembly 1:30pm (TBC)
● Thursday 30 June: DocEdge Film Festival at Embassy Theatre, 12-2pm.
● Thursday 7 July: Celebration of Learning, 3:15-5:15.
● Friday 8 July: Last day of term, progress updates sent home.

Ngā mihi nui,
Alistair Button
Libya Munn
Jamie Quayle

