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Kia ora Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome to the second half of the year. We hope you enjoyed the much-needed break as much
as we did. We are well prepared for another busy term, and are ready for action. The team spirit
is good, considering the disruptions we have faced already this year. Despite these
interruptions, we had a wonderful end to term two where the children shared their learning
both in the classroom and on the stage. For us, supporting the wellbeing of our students
remains our key priority. We will continue to engage, challenge, maintain routines, and uphold
values, and high expectations so that the children are all engaged and achieve success.

Topics for Term Toru
English
This term, we have kick-started our writing with some poetry. Poetry is a great way to make
links between reading and writing. Students will be using poems to develop their
comprehension strategies and as models to base their own writing. We aim to have the children
produce detailed pieces of writing, and we will put together a magazine at the end of term.
Alongside this we will be tying our writing with our inquiry ‘Marvellous mixtures’ where they
will write both explanations and informational reports. This is a precursor to next term’s critical
literacy and persuasive writing unit. Writing, moreover, is not a stand-alone subject. It can be
used naturally across the curriculum; children write during reading, health, and science, and is
an integral part of the reflection process. Writing enables children to summarise, clarify,
compare, analyse, memorise, demonstrate understanding and share/develop ideas. In guided
reading, we will also be using informative texts based mainly around New Zealand history. In

addition, we will continue with the children’s novel studies, where they will discuss their
responses to characters, and think about perspectives other than their own.
Science
This term’s inquiry is ‘Marvellous Mixtures’ This is a unit we did a few years back and something
we know the children really enjoyed and learnt a lot from. From the simple act of observation, a
key skill in all areas of science, to being able to use scientific language to explain their findings.
In this unit, we will focus on the different types of mixtures. The children will explain the
different combinations using appropriate terminology and investigate types of mixtures by
carrying out experiments. For this unit, we require a lot of clear jars with lids. If you have some
of these lying unused, please send them our way. Towards the end of the term, the children will
use shared criteria to design and cook a dish demonstrating some of what they have learnt. This
is where we see how much the children have learnt throughout the unit. And what child doesn’t
like to create their own recipe and then cook it? We will invite parents to participate in this
much-loved event, ‘Whānui Masterchef Mixtures 2022’. So if you like to cook, then keep an eye
out towards the end of term for communication around this event.
Math
This term, we will spend the first few weeks consolidating what the children learnt last term
with multiplication and division. With the disruptions last term, we feel more time with
multiplication and division will be beneficial, especially as we head into fractions, ratios, and
proportions later on in the term. Multiplication skills come to the fore when children convert
fractions and apply them to sets of objects. Therefore to support this, we will continue to work
on our basic facts knowledge, in particular the times tables. Some of the concepts we cover
with fractions, ratios, and proportions can be quite challenging. In these instances, we will be
providing children with lots of concrete materials to use. Once a week we will have mixed
ability-group problem-solving. This allows the children to apply their skills and develop
resilience and resourcefulness.
Home learning
Home learning will continue much the same as last term; children have the option to continue
on with any learning they are doing at school, including writing. We expect children to read
every night as this will support children’s language development and help them in their writing.
Children can continue to use Mathletics at home. There are also other free online activities the
children can use to strengthen basic facts. Feel free to ask your child’s Home Learning teacher if
you want a few more ideas for math at home. Every child needs to master the times tables.
Initially, it is good to work out how to solve the times tables before memorising them. The
strategy of doubling the 3x, 4x tables makes learning the 6x and 8x much easier. For children
who have mastered the times tables, it is important to keep up the Mathletics to build and
practise key skills.
Visual Art
In visual art this term, students can learn more about photography and build their own
photography journal, focusing on portrait and landscape. This study will enrich our learning of
the Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories unit which we began last term. Here we will continue to
use the Aotearoa NZ Histories School Kit as a resource to guide and use to teach this unit of
work. This resource is made up of both physical and digital items created specifically for New

Zealand classrooms. More importantly, it contains an extensive range of photos on which the
students can analyse, explore, and use to base their own photography on.
Te Reo
It is great to see Kapa Haka build momentum and come together every week despite the
ongoing interruptions. We are grateful for Emma Murdoch stepping in this year to assist Henare.
Kapa Haka’s performance at Matariki showed us how cohesive and strong they are as a group.
Their performance was polished and a joy to watch. If your child is in Kapa Haka, keep an eye
out for communication regarding the festival coming up in week 3.
This term, our tamariki will continue to work with Jason to strengthen their competence in te
reo, as well as broaden their understanding of tikanga. We are lucky to have Jason working
alongside both the children and teachers. He is a wealth of knowledge and has such a warm and
inclusive approach with our children.
Physical Education
We have syndicate sports on Friday (weather permitting) as well at least one physical education
skills session each week. Initially, we will focus on netball, and hockey skills and many children
will take part in western zone netball and hockey.
At the end of last term you would have received your child’s progress update. If you would like
to come and talk to us about your child’s progress or wellbeing, please contact us by email, or
come in and have a chat.
Thank you for your ongoing support and contribution to your child’s learning.
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