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Tēnā koutou,

Welcome to Term 4 everyone!

It is hard to believe that the final term of the school year is already upon us. Tamariki should be  proud of their

efforts last term, both at school and during Learning@home. Early on in term 3, we enjoyed a fantastic trip to

Circa Theatre and Te Papa to learn more about our native wildlife, with a focus on extinct and endangered

wildlife. What an engaging term it was as we explored the conservation efforts within New Zealand, especially

the important roles of conservation dogs and their trainers. What a fantastic topic it was!

Our printing of wildlife from last term.

We are now in the final stretch of the year with many exciting events ahead of us - a couple we’d like to

highlight for your diary:

● Wacky Hair Day

○ Week 2- Friday 29th October

● Our big “Sleepover” event at Zealandia

○ Week 3 - Whanake Clark - Wednesday 3rd October
○ Week 4 - Whanake Peach - Thursday 11th November
○ Week 6 - Whanake de Vries - Thursday 25th November

● Celebration of Learning
○ Week 7 - Wednesday 1st December

● Rogaine and picnic lunch
○ Week 8  - Monday 6th December (more information included in

this newsletter.)

Sleepover at Zealandia

Our big “Sleepover” event is happening this year at Zealandia. It begins with each

class meeting together at 6pm outside Zealandia’s main entrance, followed by an evening of interactive

workshops and an ‘after dark’ exploration of one of New Zealand’s finest nature and conservation reserves.

After spending the night in the education centre, we wake early for breakfast and a ‘dawn chorus’ walk. We



then walk back to school ready for a regular school day, by 9:00am. Children will head home as normal at the

end of school (3:00pm). Please be aware that in most weather situations we will be walking from Zealandia

back to school in the morning after the sleepover. Please keep this in mind when packing the overnight bag!

Also, a raincoat is essential, regardless of the weather forecast.

What are we doing in class this term?

This term we have a focus on growing and changing; Te tipu me te

huri o te tangata, with a particular focus on how our bodies

change to help us do the things we enjoy. We begin with a science

focus where students will learn about the different parts of our

body, including the skeleton, and how it changes over time. There

will then be links with Health and P.E. where students will develop

their understanding of how their bodies work and grow, with a

focus on how we can care for our bodies. We will also reflect on

the year that we have had, how we have grown, and the things we

can do now that we couldn’t do at the start of the year.

Literacy

Our students will continue to learn how to become better writers

by engaging in authentic writing opportunities. We start the term

with a focus on poetry as we explore poetry written by authors

from Aotearoa New Zealand and from around the world. Students

will create their own pieces of poetry to share with their peers.

There will also be opportunities for writing reports, narrative

stories, and descriptions. Students will also engage in informal

debates about all sorts of topics. Reading opportunities will

continue to be varied with both teacher-directed reading (reading

groups) and independent reading (personal interest and

enjoyment) happening across the week. Reading and writing opportunities are also integrated across all areas

of the curriculum, which means children could be researching for information, and writing about their

understanding of a range of texts in a wider range of topics and interest areas.

Mathematics

The majority of the term will be spent on revising number knowledge, number strategies, and problem-solving,

with particular reference to addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, and fractions. We will also be revising

the other strands as well, with particular emphasis on creating and using simple maps as we get ready for

rogaine in week 8.

Physical Education

We have begun the term with our school-wide Athletics Day. The children have been busy practising for each of

the events including long jump, high jump, quoits, vortex, and sprints. Following on from Athletics, we will be

enjoying regular fitness and playing both small ball and large ball games for the term.



Art

For art this term, students will be creating their own self-portraits out of clay! First, they will begin by exploring

self-portraits created by some well-known artists and then they will have a go at creating their own through

sketching before moving on to experimenting with clay.

Conservation dog and native bird collages from last term.

Rogaine Event - Help Needed!

Whanake’s rogaine event is on Monday 6th December in week 8 in the Botanic Gardens. This team-building,

map reading, walking/jogging/running and clue finding event has been an end-of-year fixture at KNS for a

number of years now, and is very popular. However, to run this event we need adult helpers. Each adult

helper will lead a group of children from clue to clue. If you can help, please let your child's teacher know as

soon as possible. Ideally, we are looking for 6 adults per class to help out. Grandparents and teenage siblings

are also great helpers. The Whanake event runs from 9.00am -12.00 noon. Adult helpers will also attend a

rogaine briefing in the Whanake space at 9.15am.

A brief outline for the day of the rogaine:

● 9.00 Children in class- roll

● 9.15 Rogaine explained to children and adult helpers

● 9.30 Early morning tea

● 9.50 Leave school and walk to Cable Car

● 10.10 Rogaine event begins at the Bottle Tree behind Cable Car Museum, in the Botanic Gardens.

● 11.30-11.50 Rogaine concludes in the Dell

● 12.00 - Return to school.

Housekeeping

● Term 4 is (usually) a warmer and sunnier term, so children all need to have a wide-brimmed sunhat at

school which they will wear when outside from 10.30am onwards. You are welcome to send your child

to school with suncream, which the children will self-apply before going outside.

● We will continue our ‘slippers in class’ option throughout this term.

● Water bottles are required each day to help the children manage their own hydration needs.

● We remind and encourage children to wash their hands before eating at morning tea and lunchtime,

using the large sink area at the back of the big Whanake space.



● Lost Property: It is crucial to have all clothing named so that it may be reunited with its owner quickly.

Encourage your children to look for their missing clothing as soon as it is lost. If clothing cannot be

reunited with its owner, it may end up in the school lost property, currently in containers in the link.

● Home learning reminder: Many of our children lead very busy out of school lives and the Whanake

teachers acknowledge this. Thus, anything you deem as “outside of school learning” counts as home

learning if you wish it to. There are no negative consequences for children not doing the reading,

spelling, Mathletics; however, what we do insist on is each child having their home learning folder at

school each Friday.

Getting in touch
As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be contacted by our email address ( joellec,
kayleighp, gretad @kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your child’s learning at any stage of the
term, your child’s teacher will be happy to talk with you - however, please be aware that Monday, Tuesday after
school, and Thursdays before school, are usually staff meeting times.

We all look forward to another great term, the final term for 2021. Our thanks for your support, as always.

Kind regards,

Joelle, Kayleigh and Greta

mailto:initial@kelburnnormal.school.nz

