
Kelburn Normal School Newsletter
Ngā Tātarakihi o Ahumairangi Pānui
The Bird’s Eye View Issue 10 Week 10, term 1 2024 ~
Rāhina 8 Paenga-whāwhā ~ Monday 8 April
Where students learn creatively and strive for excellence in preparing for lifelong learning
Kia auaha te ako a ngā ākonga me te whai i te iti kahurangi mō te akoranga tūroa

Tuesday 9 April - School Cross Country, Kaori Park 10.15 am to 11.50 am
Thursday 11 April - Music Assembly 9.45 am - 11 am
Friday 12 April - End of Term

Thank you so much for attending the 3-way Learning Conversations & Goal Setting last week. This engagement,
particularly by including the tamariki, is a helpful part of the feedback/feed-forward process for learning. Our
tamariki are still young, but by including them, we get to see where they are in their learning journey. At Kelburn, we
engage in authentic learning; we don’t colour in worksheets; starting with dialogue, we try to build learning
experiences from scratch. Often, we look at our tamariki’s work from an adult perspective, but when you talk with
them, you can hear them explaining the process they followed right through to their finished work. This way you can
hear their thinking, their planning, what was tricky for them and their satisfaction at what they finished up with. We
celebrate their creativity, their individuality, their effort and their growth…because we want them to be independent
and creative, confident, connected learners. Our support is crucial to help them be just that.

As we enter the final week of the term, we are all looking forward to the break. I want to pay tribute to the teaching
and the supporting staff who have worked so hard across the term, completing long hours, often at home and on the
weekend, to bring things together for our tamariki. The tamariki continue to be wonderful, working hard and getting
on well with each other. It is a challenging environment, really, when you think about it - like any organisation, we are
all bundled together and then have to make it work. Our young tamariki have to get on and work well with each
other every day, in a confined space for 6 hours. It is quite a challenge and remarkable how well they actually do. It
accurately reflects the hard work and skills of our teaching team to build each successful ara, as well as Kelburn’s
wonderfully engaged tamariki exercising our values of Pūkengatanga (excellence), Manaakitanga (care) and
Whānaungatanga (interdependence).

Everyone at Kelburn deserves a break to enjoy some whānau time and refresh, and get ready for term rua.

Cross Country - This is tomorrow - Tuesday, 9th April, at Karori Park. We encourage all tamariki to get into the team
spirit of this fun event and dress in their house colours! We start off with the opt-in cross-country race where
tamariki choose to challenge themselves and enter the competitive race in their age groups. Followed by everyone
joining in for the fun run obstacle course. The first race is 10:15am and then the fun run is from 11am. Remember
that these are estimated times. We will need parent helpers, so if you can help please fill out this form.

Cross Country - estimated timetable

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPpVkNgGiksA6hou1GzQzsL15y0wQ4XMpxUXdVbfWmDm5YCA/viewform


To ensure student safety, we ask students to stay with their teams and not divert to be with their whānau or wander
around at the event. In regards to the cafe - we ask parents not to take the children from the group to the cafe or, in
fact, buy treats for their tamariki from the cafe (which encourages other children to seek out their whanau for treats).
Students are not allowed to go to the cafe, so please help us enforce this. Students need to bring their kai and
refreshments with them, and don’t forget their hat and sun cream!

Musical Assembly - next Thursday at 10am. Come along and enjoy our ensembles, sharing the progress they have
Made this term. Piccolo, Xylofun, Xylobeats, Tui, and Lyrica will share their mahi. The orchestra will perform next
term.

Term Break Boredom - We know that sometimes, during the term break, children can get bored. But remember,
boredom can actually be positive and help children develop a range of skills such as problem-solving, planning,
creativity, and flexibility. We can support children to manage their boredom so they develop independence and feel
agency over their own happiness. Children say they are bored for a number of reasons and sometimes out of habit,
be mindful of your reaction. Instead of solving their problem in the moment, be proactive and plan at the beginning
of the term break. Sit down with your child, and each of you come up with ideas that they can do or various
challenges they can complete when they need suggestions. Lego challenges are popular in our house! You could
have a list or a daily schedule or even a boredom jar where ideas are drawn out like a lucky dip. Follow this link for
more information about the Benefits of Boredom. See later in this newsletter for ideas about ‘What to say when
your child says they are bored’, and some Boredom Busters. Enjoy your term break with the children building their
curiosity, creativity, and resourcefulness.

Whanake Update
What an action-packed first term we have had in Whanake. It has been great to see tamariki
connecting positively with each other, developing new friendships, and working hard to do their best.

Science
This term in science, we have been exploring light and colour through the topic ‘How we see the world’.
We used lasers, water, and mirrors to learn about how light reflects, and we enjoyed experimenting with
how concave and convex mirrors distort our reflections. We finished this unit exploring hues and
chroma of colours.

Mathematics
Over the past few weeks,
we have been exploring
statistics through our own
investigations. We have
been posing questions,
collecting data, and

learning about di�erent graphs we can use to
display our findings.

https://childmind.org/article/the-benefits-of-boredom/#:~:text=Being%20bored%20can%20be%20good,experiences%2C%20preparing%20them%20for%20life.


Chapter Chat
This term we have thoroughly enjoyed reading a novel called
‘Runt’, by Australian author Craig Silvey. Through this story, we
have been thrust into the world of dog agility competitions, as
our heroine, Annie, and her dog, Runt, take on an assortment of
challenges and some wonderfully awful nemesis, in a bid to save
the family farm. Our ara-wide ‘chapter chat’ sessions provide an
opportunity for us to explore themes, characters, settings, motifs and plot points in this novel, through a
range of hands-on activities.

Writing
This term, we have also explored writing a range of poetry. Linking to
our ‘Colour’ unit, Whanake Rua wrote some colour poems. Here are a
few:

Mint Green
Green is melting mint ice-cream
dribbling down my hot chin.
Green is sour limes going to the
farm to be tasted.
Green is koalas munching on
eucalyptus leaves.
Green is crunchy green apples
going into my mouth.
Green are ferns sprouting up
from the ground.
By Adele Dean

Blue
Blue is yum juicy blueberries.
Blue is a shining lapis in the
sun.
Blue is a refreshing Pepsi can
on a hot sunny day.
Blue is the cold waves crashing
against the sand.
Blue is the burning flames
under a pot.
Blue is the Northern Lights on a
shivering night.
Blue is a glittering sapphire.

Baby Pink
Baby pink is my old ballet shoes.
Baby pink is strawberries
growing in December.
Baby pink is sticky candy floss
whirling in the candy floss
machine.
Baby pink is sticky notes
waiting to be used.
Baby pink is my mum making
my birthday cake icing for my
party.



Blue is the sneaky navy ship
ready to strike.
By Harrison Keenan

Baby pink is blossom trees
swaying in the wind.

By Gigi Gascoigne.

Looking Ahead - Event Dates - Term 2, 2024
You can see the times and add these events to your calendar by using the KNS App

Week Date Event

Week 1 Thursday 2 May Julia Davidson from WGC meeting with Y8 girls and whanau

Week 2 Tuesday 7 May Swimming Sports, Karori Pool from 9.30 am to 1.30 pm

Friday 10 May School Hui hosted by Whānui @ 10.15 am

Week 3 Monday 13 May Vision and Hearing NEs/Y7s
BoT Meeting @ 6.30 pm

Thursday 16 May Māia Otago Problem Challenge

Week 4 Tuesday 21 May WZ Miniball - Akau Tangi Sports Centre

Thursday 23 May Y1-Y6 The Reluctant Dragon NZ - Playhouse 1.30 pm - 3 pm.

Friday 24 May School hui hosted by Whanake @ 10.15 am

Week 5 Tuesday 28 May WZ X Country @ Karori Park

Thursday 30 May NZSO Firebird and Other Music Adventures Concert @ The Michael Fowler Centre -
Y2-Y8

Friday 31 May School Closed - Teacher Only Day

Week 6 Monday 3 June School Closed - King's Birthday

PTA News

The Annual School Picnic on Friday night was a fantastic event that brought our school community closer
together. The PTA would like to extend our thanks to everyone who helped. Your willingness to lend a hand and
contribute your time and energy to the PTA is much appreciated. We are also excited to announce the winner
of the “Guess the Jellybean” game that took place at the picnic. Isla Sworder in Whanake Rua has incredible
guessing skills! Her guess of 482 was only 1 away from the actual number!
Unfortunately, Mr Wizowski couldn't make our rescheduled date, but we have good news! He will instead bring
his circus act to school one day next term. Details to come.
Movie Fundraiser - Sunday afternoon June 23rd
Lastly, we are excited to announce a movie fundraiser that will surely delight both children and adults alike.
Despicable Me 4, the latest film in the Despicable Me franchise, will be released in June 2024, and we have an



exclusive screening booked! “Save the Date” for Sunday afternoon, June 23rd. Invite your friends and family.
Tickets will go on sale in Term 2.
We also only have TWELVE tea towels left! They are available at the school office for $20 for one or $50 for
three.

School Notices

Registrations open soon for the Kelburn Normal School netball club! The club is open to all students from year 3
and up (and there’s also a special tournament for year 2s).
The Wellington West netball season starts on 4 May and runs until 31 August, with a break for the school
holidays. If your child (or children) are keen please email jarrod.baker@gmail.com with their names and the
year they’re in so we can gauge interest. We’ll also be looking for keen parents to coach teams (and keen older
siblings to referee) - if that’s you, please get in touch. More information about the club can be found at
https://www.sporty.co.nz/kelburn

Parking Boundary Rd ~ Please do not park in front of the garages on Boundary Road. We have received
complaints from neighbours who regularly have their vehicles blocked in by parents who have parked in front of
their garage.

Some reminders for school and the summer months :-
● Please ensure your child has their sunhat at school every day and that it is clearly named.
● Please name all clothing, lunchboxes, drink bottles and tupperware so we can find the owner if left

outside.
● As the weather is warmer, please consider walking to school as often as possible. We know a large

percentage of the school population live within 1km of the school therefore, a good brisk walk to and
from school is a great way to look after the physical well-being of whānau as well as look after the
environment.

● If your child is going to be away then please notify the school via the App, ring 04 4759351 or email
admin@kelburnnormal.school.nz

● For those using the drop-off zone on Kowhai Rd please ensure you adhere to the time restrictions.

Enrolling for Bee Healthy - If your child missed out you are able to make an appointment directly with Bee
Healthy.
There’s two easy ways to enrol your child with Bee Healthy Regional Dental Service:

1. Complete an online enrolment form, or
2. Visit your nearest Bee Healthy Dental Clinic and complete an enrolment form.

Babies born in the Wellington Region are enrolled at birth with Bee Healthy.
If you have questions about enrolment, eligibility, or unsure if your child is enrolled with Bee Healthy, please call
0800 TALK TEETH (825 583).
If you have changed address or phone number/s and need to update your details click here

KNS Parent Chat WhatsApp Group
The PTA has a WhatsApp group to enable all the KNS community to communicate with each other about all
things KNS.
If you want to join this group, please email us on pta@kelburnnormal.school.nz with the following information:

● Your name
● Your phone number
● Your child’s name and class

School App - Contact Details - Please check your contact details on the school app to ensure we have the
correct details. If changes are needed please email these to admin@kelburnormal.school.nz

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sporty.co.nz_kelburn&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=gwv5fTyRn2LlCkXsWea6lZyjrnpyMrPnYfO2O1NgEj-MLr3zk4HYOhWgA628riHJ&s=4fkKUT7a8Ho7buFeBF4IdyynrvUJ0kRjwYBqJ2XQOs4&e=
mailto:admin@kelburnnormal.school.nz
https://www.beehealthy.org.nz/content/fb1d023d-12fe-49f5-b707-c820e2982d1b.html
https://www.beehealthy.org.nz/content/e2990fc3-4d2b-43cc-b8ef-67c4eceed27f.html
https://www.beehealthy.org.nz/dental-care-for-children/update-your-details/
mailto:admin@kelburnormal.school.nz


Teacher Messages - a sort option has been added to the teacher messages section on the school app so
parents can easily search for the latest message in date order.
Downloading the app - for those needing assistance with downloading the app please check the app login
video on our website for parents
EzLunch Menu - Subway Wednesday / Pizza Thursday / Sushi Friday Click here for the Menu

School Clubs and Ensembles Timetable
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Xylo Beats - (Ys 4,5, 6)
8.30 - 9.30am
Katharina
Mahler Room

Orchestra -
8.30 - 9.30am
Katharina & Rachel
Mahler Room

Piccolo - (Yrs 4, 5, 6, 7)
8.30 - 9.30am
Anna Sedcole
Mahler Room

Lyrica - Yrs 5 - 8
8.30am-9.30 am
Anna Sedcole
Mahler Room

Kapa Haka - Yrs 5 - 8
Henare
8.30 - 9.30am
Hall

Kapa Haka - Y1-4
1.30 - 2pm
Miss Bishop & Jeremy
Hall

Code Club -
1.10 - 1.40
Miss Sanders
Māia space

Tui Choir -
8:50am Years 2 & 3
Ms Wilby
Hall

Xylofun
8.30 - 9.00 am
Katharina
Mahler Room

Eco Club - Miss Molloy
1.10-1.40
Tupu space

Chess Club - Alistair
Button 12.40 - 1.20pm
Māia

School Term Dates 2024

Term Start Date End Date Public Holidays/Teacher Only Days

Term 2 Monday 29 April Friday 5 July Friday 31 May - Teacher Only Day
Monday 3 June - King's Birthday
Friday 28 June - Matariki

Term 3 Monday 22 July Friday 27 September Friday 30 August - Teacher Only Day

Term 4 Monday 14 October Wednesday 18 December Monday 28 October - Labour Day
Tuesday 29 October - Teacher Only Day

Kelly Club - Changes to Childcare Assistance - check if you qualify!
More families will now qualify for Childcare Assistance and the rate will increase for those already qualified, which
means you may be eligible for assistance to send your child to Kelly Club. Please follow this link to find out more:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EgHRGbeAEvTHYiIaBHp7uauZzw_mwIJA/view

Kelly Club - Check us out on Facebook - Click Here
For enrolments and enquiries, contact the Supervisor on 021 744636 or kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz
Kelly Club Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity to do things they enjoy in a
safe, supportive, and encouraging environment.
Kelburn to Enrol go to www.kellyclub.co.nz

https://www.kelburnnormal.school.nz/schoolinformation
https://www.kelburnnormal.school.nz/schoolinformation
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/pdf/school/kelburn_normal_school/Menu.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__sender2.zohoinsights-2Dcrm.com_ck1_2d6f.327230a_402fbf60-2Dbfde-2D11ee-2Db1a2-2D525400fa05f6_1b705d95004a3f516b13dd74595502ce35edcb26_2-3Fe-3Do572ItoKiHEZtvO4XuqiIPT9eEJz5Of7cfHDiPiTUBOoANl0uDgOLr7umGbuClpKFkD584XvxbmZtocPaCqO2g-253D-253D&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=iuN8D-1gqFDtPi9ugyi0_iZ5w8IoGDnLoulJGftB34qADwkMy43XU7RicCON1jXl&s=kW-A8qo2-FuqVNAt6D2ZkZl19_FPJIYpcpIOIhQZVNA&e=
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/pdf/school/kelburn_normal_school/Menu.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1EgHRGbeAEvTHYiIaBHp7uauZzw-5FmwIJA_view-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=5OsYFYQYTbTheQ2S2cH3zaGQSmbY1Y-wJqWyaqRQRJ0UlYdHO9VF-0-Ji33Zpi3E&s=tPPluEl0eH8anywRwC-djqygv4gPnPqTgSaOFfBRy2Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1EgHRGbeAEvTHYiIaBHp7uauZzw-5FmwIJA_view-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=5OsYFYQYTbTheQ2S2cH3zaGQSmbY1Y-wJqWyaqRQRJ0UlYdHO9VF-0-Ji33Zpi3E&s=tPPluEl0eH8anywRwC-djqygv4gPnPqTgSaOFfBRy2Y&e=
https://www.facebook.com/KellyClubKNS
mailto:kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kellyclub.co.nz_&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QTIAGee1ktlp5uzLaLUuXoclKBrQaAHIpDYmdT1PEM0bvZ9DZhnOPYB--iDjdVWV&m=FPvWJtEzVl4jSwZNwg5YbVs9lVdn9J4Kc32Iz0IRIDaVAoZlLqIdU_5wDvDl6vcg&s=c3yVgVZYVgBg0VZa-TJVKgShC9lFaociU6GoHgraPJU&e=


Boredom Busters

Go on a virtual art or
museum tour

Make a Den or Fort!

Draw a Fairytale (or other
stories)

Visit Disneyland and go on
the rides, at no great

expense!

Make some biscuits 14 days of drawing at home!

Read, play games, and hang
out with Dr. Seuss

Listen to podcasts and
audiobooks

Have regular outside/inside
fitness with Go Noodle, it’s

free!

Use an ‘I’m Bored’ Jar 30-day Lego challenge

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1asEXrH2fkwX9zsesTWnef744qHE3amFzYvmJBZ4NCMY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.pinterest.nz/pin/467459636296886632/
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/make/paint-draw/draw-fairy-tale
https://www.simplemost.com/virtually-ride-disney-attractions/?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=sharing&utm_content=article-before&fbclid=IwAR2WDAiv3T4h5FkTokbckS4FS8Q9Gz3-4tkABSELWSRAWSe6lngpDA2tYbA
https://kidspot.co.nz/tag/kids-cooking/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1iByAFSnJJR1lT0W3Fwuv-ilWNNbeaJfz
https://www.seussville.com/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://app.gonoodle.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vS5ysKTZfnEQlbiAKBlSal9HY4d8KxOW






Community Notices

Karori United Tennis Club (Cyperus Tennis + Fitness), Holiday Program over the first week of holidays, mornings 9.00am to
12.00pm afternoons 1.00pm to 4.00pm. Autumn Tennis Coaching (Term 2), schedule now online, registrations open for a variety
of ages and levels.
For further information and to register, go to www.cyperus.co.nz or contact Darren 021 870 978

Junior have a go day at Wellington Hockey - 6th of April, 10:00 AM -11:00 AM, National Hockey Stadium, - Ages 5-12 / Years 1-8
This session is designed for those who are curious about hockey and would like to give it a try. We believe it's a fantastic
opportunity for kids to explore the sport, learn new skills, and make friends in the process.

AKOTECH CodeCamps April School Holidays - EARLY DISCOUNTS
Our holiday camp allows children from the ages of 7-12 to develop 21st century skills in a fun and action packed environment.
Create and train your own AI Avatars, make games, code robots & go to work for a simulated Tech Gaming Studio to build
games for a big pretend client.
Develop confidence & initiative through design, creativity, solving problems, presenting & collaboration. Create your own
games, worlds and apps to make our world a better place.

We also have Literati Lab just for girls

Venues: Queen Margaret College, Thorndon

Dates: 15th - 18th & 22nd - 26th April

Book Now at www.akotech.nz EarlyBird Save Up to 21% Until 22nd March Siblings Save 6%

Children learn so much from gym and it even prepares them for starting
school!

Give your little one the best start!
POCKET ROCKETS - Have you heard of Pocket Rockets Gym Classes at Bigair Gym? They are popular Pre-school
Gym Classes for 3&4yr olds. Pocket Rockets classes are led by skilled and experienced Bigair Gym coaches.
Children develop essential and advanced skills, like balance, landing & forwards rolls, and so much more! The
personal growth observed in children doing these classes is incredible!! We see an increased ability to learn and
absorb information, increased self-confidence, independence, pride, listening skills & concentration! Contact us
today to find out more about Term 2 classes.

CRASHMAT KIDS - Families love joining in with Bigair Gyms Crashmats Kids Sessions which fun, supervised play
session and are perfect for little ones! Crashmat’s sessions are for toddlers beginning to walk, right up to 4yr olds.
There is no pre-booking required, so pop along to one of the following sessions: Tues & Weds at 11am, or Thurs &
Fridays at 10am.
Contact your local Bigair Gym for all inquiries. We would love to hear from you.
Bigair Gym Tawa ph. 04 232 3508 e. office@bigairgym.co.nz @. 10 Surrey Street, Tawa.
Bigair Gym Owhiro Bay ph. 04 383 8779 e. wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz @.14 Landfill Road, Owhiro Bay.
Bigair Gym Kapiti ph. 04 297 0400 e. kapiti@bigairgym.co.nz @. 4 Manchester Street, Kapiti.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.cyperus.co.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QzP20yiD_sU2Odtvxvg_dHpeEcSa90kXxNcbxdfnJNg&m=r9uqNbDYN-0bP6jOdTqfkZV-mDvSxcBFTNKOXeMI5qNzvr9F1XZju5-MNewOwptm&s=wJzE3TcWlZO83i0lrJ7BUjBMqwarl4ewv29V3zEOJIs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__codecamp.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QzP20yiD_sU2Odtvxvg_dHpeEcSa90kXxNcbxdfnJNg&m=jcxq7RACTF0b9whsF0dR1ZnmnGbmQHVcmMFmvMIkozntRPMSs0Sjl20jh_Ld86uR&s=PCdQJDXL4r45BEVyzaiBFcFYjgWg8npL3oPTfUQSYeo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.akotech.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=QzP20yiD_sU2Odtvxvg_dHpeEcSa90kXxNcbxdfnJNg&m=jcxq7RACTF0b9whsF0dR1ZnmnGbmQHVcmMFmvMIkozntRPMSs0Sjl20jh_Ld86uR&s=lChSBi_xD5UUcF2dYh315TGs74V7fuXHGyalOQIn-Bs&e=





