Where students learn creatively and strive for excellence preparing for lifelong learning
Kia auaha te ako a ngā ākonga me te whai i te iti kahurangi mō te akoranga tūroa

Te Ara Whanake Term Three Newsletter
Te Ara = pathway and Whanake = grow upwards, move onwards

29 July 2022
Tena koutou katoa nga Matua me nga Kaitiaki,
Greetings to all Parents and Caregivers,
We hope you had a lovely time with your children over the school holiday.
The teachers were busy planning the coming term and we have some
exciting learning ahead! The term has gotten off to a great start this week
and the tamariki are adapting well to the new mask requirements.
Thank you for joining us at the end of last term for our Celebration of
Learning and the assembly Whanake hosted. What a great opportunity it
was for tamariki to share their learning with you.
A few highlights from term 2 included a Zoom call with scientists in Scott
Base, Antarctica, researching the amazing animals that live in Antarctica's
extreme conditions, learning about and celebrating Matariki, and listening
to the novel Charlotte’s Web.

Parent help
We would like to thank all our wonderful parent helpers from last term, who assisted us with our trips and returned books to
the resource room. We really appreciate your help and hope you will consider helping again in the future! We would also like
to invite any parents, caregivers or relatives who have an area of expertise to come and share with the tamariki. In the past,
parents/whānau have shared about their country, cultural traditions, science, and festivals. Please get in touch with your
child’s teacher if you would like to share.
Our School Values
The Whanake students and teachers meet regularly to celebrate what we are doing, and to talk through any ‘niggles’ that
might be weighing on children's minds. We talk through our Whanake treaty to keep our learning environment respectful,
kind, and safe for everyone.
The Whanake teaching team
Last term we farewelled Miss de Vries and wished her all the best for her maternity leave. We welcome Mrs Amy Miller into
Whanake Miller (formerly Whanake de Vries) this term.

Introducing Mrs Miller!

Kia ora, I am excited to be joining the Whanake Team for term 3 and 4.
I’ve been a teacher for 20 plus years and have taught a range of ages from new
entrance to year 6 in permanent, fixed term and relieving roles.
I first started relieving at Kelburn School in 2014 when my children were very young.
I have always enjoyed the school ethos and community.
My areas of passion are literacy, art and sport. I look forward to sharing these skills
with the tamariki.
When I’m not teaching, I am…
enjoying family time with my husband and our two children, Austin (12) and Hugo
(10). I love to cook, read, travel and watch my children play Saturday sports on the
sidelines. You can contact me at amym@kelburnnormal.school.nz from Monday - Friday.
Joelle Clark has taken on the role of team leader and Richard Dobson joins us for an extra day to cover the additional team
leader release needed while Mr Bird is on sabbatical. This has meant a few changes in the days Mr Dobson is covering
Whanake Clark and Harper:
Mondays: Mr Dobson in Whanake Harper (Miss Harper at school on beginning teacher release)
Tuesdays: Mr Dobson in Whanake Clark (Mrs Clark at school on team leader release)
Wednesdays: Mr Dobson in Whanake Clark (Mrs Clark’s day off)
Teaching and Learning in Whanake in Term 3
Below is an outline of what you can expect your child to be learning this term:
NZ History
We are excited to be delivering our first unit of learning from the new Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories curriculum. This term
tamariki will be focussing on three stories from our history that have connections to Wellington:
1.
Milk Bars and Fish & Chips: Students will learn about the environments where European New Zealanders first
encountered Chinese, Indian and Greek culture. Students will be introduced to the Hellenic Mile in Wellington, full of
businesses owned by Greek immigrants and plot Greek restaurants onto a map of Courtenay Place.
2.
The 1981 Springbok Tour protests: Students will understand how the apartheid protests divided the nation, and
highlighted the injustices other groups of people face in Aotearoa.
3.
Walking to Parliament: We will learn about Whina Cooper’s inspirational Te Matakite (The Land March) from
Northland to Parliament and plot the route the hīkoi follows.
Literacy
To complement our history unit, we will be studying the NZ novel Amorangi and Millie’s Trip Through Time by
Lauren Keenan, where two children travel back in time and meet their ancestors.
Reading opportunities will continue to be both teacher-directed (reading groups) and independent (personal
interest and enjoyment). Texts will be integrated with other areas of the curriculum. In writing, we will focus on
writing creatively from personal experience and script writing. In our spelling programme, students will gain
knowledge of word meanings, understand the effect of prefixes and suffixes, discover spelling rules and learn
about the history of our language.
Numeracy
Our focus this term is on multiplication and division. Year 3 children will be encouraged to develop their fast recall of 2x, 5x,
and 10x tables, while year 4 children are encouraged to add to their quick recall of 3x and 4x tables as well. For children who
pick these facts up quickly, we will take them further! We will also be learning about 2D shapes, 3D objects, and time.

Drama
The Whanake team will devising a play based on our Aotearoa NZ history unit this term. We will be sharing this with whānau
at 2pm on Tuesday 20 September.
Te Reo Māori
Each Monday, Whanake will be learning waiata with Jeremy. Junior Kapa Haka is on Tuesday afternoons and it’s been great
to see an increase in the number of children wishing to join. Please check in with your child about whether they would like to
commit to Junior Kapa Haka for the term. Te reo learning will be integrated with our history topic.
Physical Education
On Friday of Week 2, we begin our swimming lessons at Karori Pool, and these will continue weekly until the Friday of week
9. Later in the term, tamariki will be busy practicing for our school-wide Athletics Day at the start of term 4. The events on
the day include long jump, high jump, quoits, vortex and sprints.
Art
Tamariki will be building on the pepeha they wrote in term 2 to create visual pepeha, to celebrate each of our whakapapa and
personal stories. We will be learning how to draw self portraits, and will be exploring a range of mediums, to help us share
our unique identities.
Housekeeping
●
Children take their shoes off before entering our learning area. Children may wear slippers inside to help keep the
Whanake carpets dry and clean, and suitable for sitting on.
●
Lost Property: It is crucial to have all clothing named so that it may be reunited with its owner quickly. Encourage
your children to look for their missing clothing as soon as it is lost.
A reminder about home learning
Home Learning is shared each Monday to Seesaw. If you prefer home learning to be done offline, tasks may be completed
on pen and paper with a photo of them uploaded to Seesaw.
Please note there is a Seesaw login for families and a separate login for students. Students need to use their
own login to complete the homework tasks, but this term we will begin sharing a read-only version to the
parent view for your reference. If you need help with Seesaw logins please email your child’s teacher. While
Seesaw can also be used to message teachers, we would prefer it if you email, as emails are checked more
frequently.
We wanted to take this opportunity to repeat the message that, as our children lead busy out-of-school lives, anything you
deem as an “outside of school activity” counts as home learning if you wish it to. There are no consequences for children not
doing the reading, word work or maths part of the weekly home learning. However, we do encourage as much nightly reading
for pleasure as you can squeeze in.
Swimming commencing Friday 5 August
Please help your child to ensure their swimsuit, towels and googles are packed in their bags each Friday morning.
Unfortunately if a child forgets their swimsuit they will have to miss their lesson that week as office staff will be unavailable to
call home on Friday mornings.
Getting in touch
As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be contacted by our email address (joellec, amym,
brookeh, richardd, @kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your child’s learning at any stage of the year, your
child’s teacher will be happy to talk with you - however, be aware that Monday and Tuesday after school are usually staff
meeting times, as is Thursday morning before school too.

We all look forward to another great term. Our thanks for your support, as always.
Amy, Brooke, Joelle and Richard

