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Tēnā koutou katoa,

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to Kelburn on Monday for term 2.  The team is feeling
refreshed and ready and can’t wait to welcome the children on Monday.

Moving to Orange - Communication for Kelburn Normal School parents and whānau

You’ll be aware that Aotearoa New Zealand is now in the Orange setting.

At Orange, public health advice, and epidemiologists strongly recommend wearing a mask when
indoors. However, in the Orange setting, it is not mandatory for children and staff to wear face
masks at school.

The Board has discussed the school's settings at Orange. We strongly encourage mask wearing.
However, we recognise that mask wearing is now a whānau decision and so if your child is Year 4 or
over, please advise your teacher if your child will not be wearing a mask.

We ask that all Year 4+ children continue to bring a mask to school every day. There may be times
when we’ll ask everyone to wear a mask – for example, if we need to have a large gathering or hui
in the hall. If there is a high number of cases at school or in the community, we may ask that masks
be worn in classrooms for a time.

We do ask that all visitors to the school, including parents and whānau, wear a mask whenever on
the school grounds.

Wearing a mask is a key health measure that helps to protect and slow the spread of COVID-19 in
the community. The Board strongly believes that we all have a role to play in keeping ourselves safe
and protecting others around us. Wearing a mask helps to keep our staff safe so that we can
continue to staff the school without too much disruption. At the end of term 1 at Kelburn Normal
School, 20% of the students and 20% of the staff had tested positive for COVID-19. This means that
80% of both groups are yet to be affected. We also know that the paediatric COVID-19 vaccination
rates for the suburb of Kelburn as of 7 days ago were at 85% first dose and 64% second dose.

We will patiently move to holding larger gatherings, such as assemblies, in time, whilst keeping an
eye on numbers of cases. Ensembles and smaller groups are back in business in well-ventilated
spaces.

At Orange, on school or public transport, students aged 12 and above are still required to wear a
face mask.

We will continue to keep all the other health measures in place at school that we know slow the
spread of COVID-19. These include ensuring our indoor spaces are well-ventilated, maintaining
good hand hygiene and cough and sneeze etiquette, appropriate physical distancing whenever we
can and, most importantly, staying home if we are sick.

Ngā mihi nui,
Andrew Bird Nickie Van der Beek
Principal / Tumuaki Board Chair


