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Tena koutou katoa nga Matua me nga Kaitiaki,

Greetings to all Parents and Caregivers,

We were so impressed with Whanake’s start to the year despite some interruptions along the way. A few highlights
from term 1 included exploring how rockets move, receiving an invitation to join NASA to travel to space on a special
mission, playing with colour to create our tigers and weaving, and listening to the novel Whetū Toa and the Hunt for
Ramses. A special mention to our year 4s who did a wonderful job wearing their masks each day and to all our
tamariki for being so kind towards one another when welcoming each other back into the learning space when our
peers and teachers needed to isolate at home.

The children have quickly settled into the new school term, with routines and team cultures now firmly ingrained. We
incorporated assessment activities into the first term's programme, and the Whanake teachers now have a strong
understanding of where your child is at, and where they need to focus on next.  This will help them to make good
progress by the end of this year.  We look forward to seeing you next week at the 3-way Learning Conversations to
share with you your child’s progress and goals.

Our School Values

The Whanake students and teachers meet regularly to celebrate what we are doing, and to talk through any ‘niggles’

that might be weighing on children's minds. Teachers also use this time to reinforce how we use our school values to

problem-solve any issues that may have arisen in the classroom or playground. We will start the term by continuing

our focus on manaakitanga and encourage you to take any opportunity you can at home to reinforce manaakitanga by

pointing out ‘real-life’ applications. On Friday 20th May (week 3) the whole school will hold a  Manaakitanga Day

(Colourful Shirt Day).



Teaching and Learning in Whanake in Term 2

There will continue to be lots of great learning happening in term 2. Below is a quick outline of what you can expect
your child to be learning this term.

Integrated Studies - That’s so cool!

What characteristics or features do groups of Antarctic animals have? What is
the difference between a mammal, bird and fish? In this unit, students will
explore the characteristics and features of living things in Antarctica. Students
will also sort and group living things, learn about species and dive deeper into
some species including whales, seals and penguins. During National Primary
Science Week (Week 3), Whanake will be participating in some additional fun
and exciting science activities related to Antarctica.

Literacy

Our students will continue to learn how to become better writers by engaging
in authentic writing opportunities. They will be writing reports, narrative stories, descriptions, and they will engage in
informal debates about all sorts of topics. Reading opportunities will continue to be varied with both teacher-directed
reading (reading groups) and independent reading (personal interest and enjoyment) happening each day. Reading
and writing opportunities are also integrated across all areas of the curriculum, which means children could be
researching for information, and writing about their understanding of a range of texts in a wider range of topics and
interest areas. We will continue to encourage fluency, expression, and reading punctuation to enhance
comprehension levels. Our Whanake novel for this term is Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White. This will be a wonderful
book to read with our tamariki because of its themes of friendship and kindness.

Numeracy

The majority of the term will be spent on number knowledge, number strategies and problem-solving, with particular
reference to addition and subtraction. We will also be teaching the measurement strand and will be looking closely at
length and weight. We recommend you check out the NZ Maths website (https://nzmaths.co.nz/) and click on the
‘Families and whānau’’ heading. You will find an array of support materials and activities for you to play with your
child at home.

Te Reo Māori

Each team will be taking part in weekly Te Reo Māori with Jeremy. This week Jeremy shared with us his pepeha and
we practiced the start of our pepeha too. If you have a pepeha or mihi we would love to welcome you into our space
to share with our tamariki. Please email your child’s teacher if you would like
to share.

Physical Education and Health

This term Whanake will be participating in a Basketball programme run by
specialist coaches from Capital Basketball. This programme will run from
week 2 until week 7 with Whanake Harper and Whanake de Vries having
their session on a Tuesday, and Whanake Clark having their session on a
Wednesday. Students will learn fundamental movement and ball skills. We
look forward to meeting the coaches next week!
For health, students will be exploring relationships - Ngā Whanaungatanga.
Relationships are an important part of health and wellbeing. This term we will be focusing on supporting our students

https://nzmaths.co.nz/


to form healthy relationships with a focus on interacting positively with others, exploring friendships, understanding
the meaning and importance of respect, and expressing our feelings with others.  It is important that students
develop an awareness of how their feelings are affected by the actions of others, and how their own actions might
influence others.

Swimming Sport

Our school’s annual swimming sports is being held at Karori Pool this term on Thursday 19th May (week 3). Tamariki in
Whanake will have the choice to participate in competitive races in the 25m pool and/or fun races in a side pool. At
the start of week 2, your child will bring home with them a list of the events that they have self-selected to enter into
swimming sports. Please take a moment to have a look over this list and talk to your child about their selection.  If you
feel your child may have selected an event beyond their current swimming ability, please let your child’s teacher know
via email as soon as you can.

Arts and Technology

This term students will be taking part in an arts-based rotation whereby they will be
visiting a teacher who will specialise in a specific area. Miss de Vries will be leading
art, Mrs Clark will be leading Music and Miss Harper doing crafts.

Antarctic Landscapes with Miss de Vries - students will be exploring warm and cool
colours while creating landscapes.

Antarctic Research bases with Miss Harper - tamariki will learn about the many
different Antarctic research bases on the frozen continent and their purpose, and
then design and craft their own using a range of mediums.

Music with Mrs Clark - Tamariki will compose an arrangement of the poem ‘Hailstones’ using their voices, body
percussion, and untuned instruments.

Housekeeping

● We have a ‘slippers in Whanake’ option throughout the winter months.

● We remind and encourage children to wash their hands before eating at morning tea and lunchtime, using the

large sink area at the back of the big Whanake space.

● Lost Property: It is crucial to have all clothing named so that it may be reunited with its owner quickly.

Encourage your children to look for their missing clothing as soon as it is lost. If clothing cannot be reunited

with its owner, it may end up in the school's lost property located in the Link.

● Choirs are on Wednesday morning- Piccolo (Year 4s)  starts at 8.30am sharp in the Mahler Room. It is
important that students are on time and not late. Tui Choir - He waka eke noa (A canoe that we are all on
together) - Ali is looking forward to welcoming back all the children in Year 3 to Tui Choir for another term of
joyful singing. The children have really risen to the challenge of participating in our big sings every Wednesday
between 9:00 and 9:30. Ali knows they'll continue to shine with success!

● Junior Kapa Haka is on a Tuesday afternoon after lunch with Miss Bishop and Jeremy.

● Xylofun will take place each Monday morning in the Mahler room, it too starts at 8.30 am. Xylofun is for the

year 4 students. Little Xylofun will take place each Friday from 8.30 am until 9.00 am in the Mahler room. This

is for year 2 and year 3 students.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_percussion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_percussion
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percussion_instrument


A reminder about Home Learning

Home Learning is shared each Monday to Seesaw. Home learning can be completed on pen and paper with a photo of
this uploaded to Seesaw if you prefer.  We wanted to take this opportunity to repeat the message that, as our children
lead very busy out of school lives, anything you deem as an “outside of school activity” counts as home learning if you
wish it to. There are no consequences for children not doing the reading, word work or maths part of the weekly
home learning. Most children complete all parts each week but we have always accepted this is not realistic for
everyone. Your child having some family time, going for a walk, doing chores, having an early night, or just a ‘night off’
because they are tired, are all examples of ‘alternatives’ to the nightly word work and mathematics routine. We still
encourage as much nightly reading for pleasure as you can squeeze in- children love being read to, and reading to
adults!

Seesaw
If you haven't already downloaded the Seesaw App for families, here is a video to show parents how to use Seesaw.
Please note there is an app and log on for families and a separate app and log on for students. You can also use
Seesaw on a desktop computer. Seesaw is a great way for our tamariki to share their learning with you and for you to
check their home learning requirements. If you need a parent Seesaw log on please email your teacher to request an
invite. Seesaw can also be used to message your child's teacher but we would prefer it if you emailed, as at our school
teachers check their emails more regularly than Seesaw.

Putting Books Away

If you are interested in helping out by putting books away, we would be grateful for your support. Please email Greta

de Vries at gretad@kelburnnormalschool.nz if you are available to help and a timetable will be put together.

Getting in touch
As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be contacted by our email address (brookeh,
joellec, gretad @kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your child’s learning at any stage of the year, your
child’s teacher is always happy to talk with you - however, be aware that Monday and Tuesdays after school are
usually staff meeting times.

We all look forward to another great term. Our thanks for your support, as always.

Kind regards,

Brooke, Joelle and Greta (Team Leader)

https://web.seesaw.me/parents
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