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Kia ora Parents and Whānau,

It has been great to note the enthusiasm and purpose with which the children have returned
from their break. This is a very busy term, with our Shakespeare plays being  just a part of a
challenging and engaging programme.  The children are evidently very excited by this project, as
are the teachers.
Unfortunately, our colleague Charles Bisley will be on leave for a part of the term, so there will
be some necessary adjustments- and opportunities- which will make this term a little different
from last year. Also, due to pressure on the venue, we have had to book the Gryphon Theatre



for week 7 (6-10 September, so there is an additional time constraint. If you know that your
child will be absent from school during weeks 5-7 especially, please let us know as soon as
possible. During the rehearsal and performance week, a lot of which we spend at the Gryphon
Theatre, it is important that the children attend as many rehearsals as possible. Maya Button
and Munn will be performing on Thursday at 6:30 and 7:30 respectively (with school
performances on the same day) and Maya Quayle will be performing on Friday at 6:30pm (with
a school performance on the same day too).

Literacy/Multiple Literacies
In English, our major focus is our Shakespeare drama and literacy unit, during which students
will explore the language and worlds of William Shakespeare’s plays, making connections with
their own lives and ideas. This year our Shakespeare plays will be organised slightly differently;
due to Mr Bisley’s absence, Additional English learners will join their home team’s production.
Māia Button will be performing Julius Caesar, Maia Munn will present A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, and  Māia Quayle are working on The Tempest. Following our performances we will give
the children the opportunity to retell their home group’s production  using digital tools.

This study has many resonances across the curriculum, including promoting the Key
Competency of Relating to Others which means promoting empathy and the skill of adopting
perspectives other than one’s own. In their play work, the children will not only give their
literacy muscles a workout, but will also be exploring and combining different media, so this
addresses the Key Competency of Using Language, Symbols and Texts. Overall, the children find
this experience a creative and collaborative one- nothing better for promoting well being.

Maths
In mathematics, we have Number as the ongoing topic that we weave into the strands over the
year. We will also be practising our problem-solving skills as we continue our participation in the
Otago Problem Solving Challenge. Our other focus this term is algebra: forming and solving
simple linear equations; generalising properties of multiplication and division with whole
numbers; and using graphs, tables, and rules to describe linear relationships found in number
and spatial patterns.

Science/ Health/ Social Science
We will be learning about how the Elizabethans viewed the world, giving us the opportunity to
learn about the intellectual ferment of that era, and how it affects the world we live in now. We
will make a connection with our anatomy study in term two, and examine the Elizabethan
concept of the body, and how that differs from our own. This will lead into our health
programme in term 4. Last term, we had planned to offer the opportunity to do some
dissections at school but practicalities prevented this; we will offer this option to the children
after the production. And in the last three weeks of term, we will turn to the material world and
give children a hands-on invsetigation exploring acids and bases. This invetigation will have an at
home dimension.

Te Reo Māori
Throughout the term we will give learners the opportunity to build their vocabulary and
confidence using the Education Perfect app. We will also be practising  giving directions,
including in a theatre setting. Week 8  is Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori and we will have a special focus
on Te Reo Maori then. We  are looking forward to Whaea Kapua joining us as our Te Reo expert
in term 4.



Performing Arts and Kapa Haka
The performing arts and kapa haka are a very important part of learning in Māia; they give the
children the chance to enrich their learning and make a contribution to the school and its
culture. Senior kapa haka will be welcoming the community to our midwinter celebration next
week. We applaud the Lyrica children who are doing a great job supporting Whanake in RED! In
orchestra too, the year 7&8s have an important leadership role. We will be continuing with all
our regular ensembles throughout the term. The bands have a lunchtime concert in week three,
and Year 8 drama club will be performing an original play in week four.

Fridays
This term Mr Bird and Ms Sanders will be accompanying the children to Newlands for
technology. This will enable Mr Quayle and Mr Button to explore the social and historical
context of the plays with the children.

Physical Education
This term, looking forward to two Western Zones Tournaments, we will work on maintaining
and extending our hockey and netball skills. There is a large component of movement as part of
our drama project, so this will be a new PE focus. Later in the term, we will move to athletics, in
preparation for school athletics during the last week of the term.

Careers Education
Our learners are going into a world of bewildering complexity, in which many will work in fields
we can only anticipate. So, as part of our Careers Education programme, we do appreciate
parents and whanau coming into the school to speak to the children about their careers. This
would involve telling the children about how you came to your career choice, the educational
pathways you had to follow, and the sacrifices that were necessary to achieve your goals. If you
happen to be available to talk to us please contact Alistair Button to make a time. Friday
morning before morning tea suits us best

Hauora
We are so aware of the demands on children today, and also the concerns and anxieties our
year 7&8’s may have around multiple issues. If you have any concerns about your child’s well
being, please let us know so that we can add to the support that you are providing. Haoura is
integrated into the building of our everyday home learning team cultures and learning
conversations, as well as the school values.

Ehara taku toa, he takitahi, he toa takitini. My success should not be bestowed onto me alone,
as it was not individual success but success of a collective

Ngā mihi nui,
Alistair Button
Charles Bisley
Libya Munn
Jamie Quayle

Important Dates



Wednesday 4 August: Red performance at Michael Fowler Centre.
Thursday 5 August: Mid-winter community celebration (Matariki post-date).
Wednesday 11 August: Year 7 immunisations.
Thursday 12 August: Lunchtime band concert
Tuesday 17 August: Western Zone netball (postponement date 19/8).
Monday 6 September- Friday 10 September: Māia play week.
13-16 September: School photos.
Tuesday 14 September: Western Zone hockey (postponement date 16/9).
Wednesday 22 September: 3 way learning conversations.
Thursday 23 September: School Disco.
Tuesday 28 September: Whole school athletics at Ben Burn park.
Thursday 30 September: Music Assembly
Friday 1 October: End of term.


